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Psychology

Secrets of the Sexes:  Part II – Attraction

Can science predict sexual attraction? In a ground-breaking experiment, a team of scientists orchestrate a unique speed date with a hundred singletons to test their theories - with unexpected results. The scientists analyse our speed-daters bodies, faces, and psychological and social profiles to find out what the key predictors of sexual chemistry really are.

Looking for love is 32-year-old Beth Eagland. She's on a mission to find a husband but after four years of singles parties and surfing the net she has struck out. Peter Kerr is a 37-year-old politics lecturer who can never get beyond being just friends.

Our scientists believe they can find them the perfect mate where orthodox match-making methods have failed.

1.  What do the scientists conducting this particular experiment believe about facial similarity between potential mates?




2.  What do the scientists do to Beth to make her more attractive to potential suitors?



3.  Peter is asked to pose as in a window display as part of the experiment.  How do the women who are interviewed tend to rate him?


	a.  what explanation do the scientists offer for these ratings?


4.  Peter gets a makeover by a stylist and the window display portion of the experiment is repeated.  

	a.  How did women’s perceptions of his attractiveness change?



	b.  What about his new look specifically seemed to influence this change?


5.  When the scientists created a compilation of the “perfect” female body based on male responses, what characteristic seemed to be the universal key to attractiveness?

	a.  What scientific explanation was offered for this?



6.  What does CQ stand for, and what is it supposed to determine?
7.  How do the things the men say they are looking for differ from what Beth says she wants?




8.  As the group of subjects prepare for the “speed dating” phase of the experiment, the scientists decide to throw in a group of men from the “London Seduction Society”.  Why did they do this?



9.  With regard to the Speed Dating Experiment, identify/explain the following:

	a.  Procedure –





	b. (Karl Grammer’s) hypothesis –







	c.  Subjects 
		1.  How did Beth and Peter fare concerning initial impressions?



		2. How did Beth and Peter fare in the three minute conversation phase?



		3.  Overall which women were the most successful (ie got the most matches)?


		4.  How did the members of the London seduction society fare?



	d.  Results
		1.  Was Karl Grammer’s hypothesis proven?

		2.  What impact did scientists determine the three minute conversation had on subjects’ 
                               decisions to want to date?

		3.  Which physical feature proved decisive in attracting the men to the women?
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		4.   Which physical feature proved decisive in attracting the women to the men?


	
e. Conclusion
	1.  What did the scientists learn from the experiment?



	2.  How did the world’s first scientific dating agency end?





