Mrs. Jordan
Honors U.S. to 1860


Holding Out for an Icon: Character counts, the historians insisted

1. In what publication did the first modern written accounts that Jefferson fathered children with one of
     his slaves appear? 



2.  Prior to the 1960s, how did white historians treat rumors that Jefferson had fathered children with
     one of his slaves?



3.  What role did historian Dumas Malone play in the controversy?



	a.  What evidence did he cite to support his position?





4.. Who was Madison Hemings and how did he lend credibility to the story that Jefferson had fathered 
      children with one of his slaves?



	a.  In the absence of written evidence, how was the story able to survive over the course of over a
                  century?






5.  Describe the reaction of white historians to the story of Jefferson and his slave children as it continued 
     to resurface over the years.




	a.  What was the chief argument of “Jefferson’s defenders”?




[bookmark: _GoBack]6.  Who were Winthrop Jordan and Fawn Brodie, AND what positions did they take in the controversy?
7.  Prior to his death, Malone began to modify his position acknowledging that a “sexual encounter 
     …could neither be proved or disproved”, yet he rejected the notion that they had “carried on a 
     love affair for years on end”.  Why do you think the notion that Jefferson engaged in sex with a slave
      was more acceptable to him than the idea that they had a deeper relationship was?  Explain.











8.  In a 1998 piece, Jefferson biographer Joseph J. Ellis reflected that within the scholarly community, 
    the iconic Jefferson has been transformed into “an inherently illusive and deeply duplicitous character 
    …. (who) could walk past the slave quarters at Monticello thinking grand thoughts about human 
    equality and never notice the disjunction”.    

  a.  What do you think may account for this sort of  hypocrisy?  Explain.






b.  Do you think Jefferson’s character flaws should undermine his position as an American hero? Why or 
     why not?






9.  Today politicians’ character continues to play a role in politics.  To what degree do you believe 
     should count in choosing and assessing (or rating) our country’s leaders?






