English 9 Honors
Summer Reading

Deep Run High School
Welcome to English 9 Honors! We look forward to working with you this year, and we hope that your summer reading experience will interest you and get you excited about a new school year!

Please select and read TWO of the four books listed. All of the books can be found in the public library, or you may want to purchase a copy of each book so that you can write in margins or highlight passages as needed. 
The Last Lecture, Randy Pausch
Girl with a Pearl Earring, Tracy Chevalier

October Sky, Homer Hickman

The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde, Robert Louis Stevenson

For EACH book read, complete a LITERATURE EVALUATION. These documents can be typed or neatly written. You will receive two quiz grades for your summer reading work (one quiz grade for each literature evaluation). These assignments are due during the second week of school. 
The directions and a rubric for the literature evaluation are attached. Please be mindful of these directions and demonstrate your best work. Many reputable study aides exist on the internet and in print (such as SparkNotes). After reading the books, it may be helpful to consult these sources if you have questions, but please do not use these aides instead of reading the books. We are looking for your insights and observations, not those of a critical reviewer. We will review these books throughout the year, and we are anxious to hear your thoughts and ideas.
Please manage your time accordingly, and do not wait until the end of the summer to begin reading and working on these assignments! We will expect that you will have read the books in their entirety and will be ready to discuss them in detail. 
Happy Reading!

Mrs. Beth Berry
 emjones@henrico.k12.va.us
Mrs. Carolyn Russ
cdruss@henrico.k12.va.us
Mrs. Julie Skinner
jgskinner@henrico.k12.va.us
Henrico County Public Schools strongly encourages parents/guardians to work with their children as they choose their summer reading books. 
LITERATURE EVALUATION
Answer each of the following questions in complete sentences. With the exception of questions 3 and 5, most questions can be answered in 2 – 4 sentences. Please be specific, and give clear details from the book. Each literature evaluation will count as a quiz grade.  

1. TITLES always add meaning to writing. What is the significance of the title of this selection?

2. What is the SETTING of the story? How does the setting influence the characters and reveal the main ideas of the book?

3. Who are the MAIN CHARACTERS?  Choose four main characters and write a 3 – 5 sentence description. 

4. What POINT OF VIEW is used to tell the story? If it is first person, name the narrator or narrators. 
5. Give a brief summary of the PLOT. Include important details, but do not write more than one-half of a page.

6. Describe two CONFLICTS which drive the story. These conflicts can be either internal or external conflicts. 
7. Explain and give examples of the literary devices the author uses to tell his or her story. Include IRONY, FORESHADOWING, and SYMBOLISM,  if present in the story. 
** Although The Last Lecture is a non-fiction selection, you will still need to complete a literature evaluation. It may be necessary for you to “adjust” the question a bit, but the questions can all be answered adequately. For example, in question 3, you might discuss people that Pausch encounters in his story and then give a description of their importance to the story. 
English 9A Summer Reading Assignment Rubric
	CATEGORY 
	4 
	3 
	2 
	1 

	Completion of Assignment
	All questions are answered thoroughly according to the directions.
	One or two of questions are not answered as thoroughly as the rest. 
	Half of the questions have thorough, complete responses. The other questions need more details.
	All responses are basic and short, and some questions are missing. 

	Support for Responses 
	Relevant, telling, quality details give the reader important information that goes beyond the obvious or predictable. Specifics from the novel are utilized in every response.
	Supporting details and information are relevant, but one key issue or portion of the analysis is unsupported. Most responses utilize specifics from the novel. 
	Supporting details and information are relevant, but several key issues or portions of the analysis are unsupported. Only a few of the responses utilize specifics from the novel. 
	Supporting details and information are typically unclear or not related to the topic. No specifics from the novel. 

	Organization 
	Details in responses are placed in a logical order and the way they are presented effectively keeps the interest of the reader.
	Details are placed in a logical order, but the way in which they are presented/introduced sometimes makes the writing less interesting.
	Some details are not in a logical or expected order, and this distracts the reader.
	Many details are not in a logical or expected order. There is little sense that the writing is organized.

	Grammar & Spelling (Conventions) 


	Writer makes 2 or fewer errors in grammar or spelling that distract the reader from the content. 
	Writer makes 3-4 errors in grammar or spelling that distract the reader from the content. 
	Writer makes 5-6 errors in grammar or spelling that distract the reader from the content. 
	Writer makes more than 6 errors in grammar or spelling that distract the reader from the content. 



Grade Conversion Chart

16- 100

15-96

14- 92

13- 88

12-84

11-80

10-76

9-72

Novel: 						Total Points: ___ /16


							Grade:











