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September 6, 2011
Dear Family and Friends,


The beginning of a new school year is always an exciting time.  New backpacks and pencils are wonderful, but a new school year is also about making a fresh start.  As Short Pump Middle School begins another year of classes, I am more than pleased to be a part of such a dedicated community of learners. 

I would like to take this opportunity to introduce myself to each of you.  My name is Whitney Nexsen, and I will be your child’s English teacher this year.  I graduated from the University of Richmond with my degree in English Literature and Secondary Education.  This will be my first year at Short Pump, having previously taught seventh grade English in Richmond City.   I am excited to be teaching sixth and seventh grade English, and so look forward to getting to know my students and being an essential part of their growth this year. 

Now that you have read a little about me, I would like to meet the children that I will share a classroom with this year.  In order to do this best, I need help from you.  I would like to request a letter of introduction about your student.  Please write about your child’s accomplishments and achievements, so I can share your pride.  Acquaint me with your student’s strengths and struggles, particularly with their experiences of writing, public-speaking, reading or any other activity they have participated in growing up that you would like to share with me.  This is absolutely an opportunity to brag!!!


This will not be a graded assignment, but it will give your child a bonus grade in their English class for our first marking period.  I would like to have all the letters by Monday, September 27, 2010 if at all possible.  Please email, mail, drop off your letter to the main office or send it in with your student.* Also, I realize that some parents and friends work at hours that make communication with your school difficult.  If this makes it impossible for you to submit a letter, please make that note when you choose your preferred method of communication with me.  No matter the situation, we will need to be able to communicate, and I would like to know as much about my students in order to make the lines of communication convenient and timely for us all.  I appreciate your efforts in starting your child on the road to success in this exciting school year!

Sincerely,

Whitney Nexsen
Short Pump Middle School

4709 Pouncey Tract Rd.

Glen Allen, VA 23059

wbnexsen@henrico.k12.va.us
(804) 360-0800 
*Please reach me by phone, mail, or email by September 27, 2010 to indicate your preferred method of communication.  If you are willing to provide the above-mentioned introductory letter, your child’s bonus grade will be applied on or before October 3, 2010.    


