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 English Syllabus


Ms. Nexsen  |  Short Pump Middle School  |  Room 715
For middle school students, the gate of the world of ideas is just beginning to open.  Armed with a solid foundation in the technical aspects of writing and reading from your previous experiences, you are now ready to tackle the tasks of application, analysis, synthesis, and evaluation.  A skills-based curriculum forms good habits of mind and of lifelong scholarship. 
Materials to Have Every Class
(1 SPIRAL notebook (any size)

(Independent Reading Novel
(Pens (red and blue/black), pencils, erasers

(Binder (can be shared with other classes, just put a section divider between each class) 

(Headphones/Earbuds (if possible)
(Laptop and charger

Ongoing Projects
I. Independent Reading Novel

Students will read books of their choice in addition to the novels or other works studied by the class.  These books will be highlighted according to our focus of literary element (imagery, detail, diction, point of view, setting, etc.).  You should have your novel with you for every class.  
II. Journal

Students will keep a journal in which they will write descriptive prose/poetry on various topics throughout the year.   

III. Word-worthy Study
Students will keep a word-worthy list in their journal to which they will refer weekly.  This journal section will include vocabulary and spelling words as well as useful words that describe tone, style, mood, character, and vivid verbs that students discover while reading.
IV. Writing Portfolio

Students will keep a writing portfolio and will periodically revise compositions they wish to improve, lengthen, and polish.  The drafts and polished pieces will be housed in an individual folder in our classroom.
Grading

All student projects, presentations, process (multi-draft) papers, and timed writings will be evaluated using scoring guides or rubrics that target specific objectives.  Sometimes I will evaluate student work; at other times, the student will receive commentary and feedback from other students and/or parents.  Occasionally, the student will be asked to evaluate his or her own work with the aid of a rubric.  Using categories will allow you to see the average for each of the activity/assignment types listed on the left.
	Grading Categories:

40% - 

Process (multi-draft) papers, projects, major presentations, tests and other hefty assessments and assignments.


	30% -

Timed writing assignments, quizzes, annotation and highlighting of books, and other mid-level activities.



	20% - 

Brief daily writing assignments, participation in class discussion and daily activities.  

These grades will be assessed using a “check plus,” “check,” and “check minus” system.


	10% - 

Homework will be assigned throughout the year via HCPSLink.  Note:  Students will write the homework assignment each day in their agenda.



Extra Assistance
I will be available for extra assistance after school Tuesdays and Wednesday.  Please let me know you are coming in advance.  Alerting me to your needs in advance will give me the opportunity to plan ahead for your needs and help our time together be more productive.  You can visit me during homeroom and during BRIM for extra help as well.  Be sure to receive a pass from me to come during BRIM.  
Contact Information

Thank you in advance for your interest in your child’s curriculum.  Please do not hesitate to call or email if you have any questions about your child’s progress. I am looking forward to another great year at SPMS, and I look forward to meeting you!  Please complete the parent letter to help your student earn their first bonus grade!

Ms. Whitney Nexsen
wbnexsen@henrico.k12.va.us
(804) 360-0800  - Please sign that you have seen and understand the class syllabus: 
STUDENT 





PARENT

DATED: __________________


