
Let’s Read! 
HCPS Middle School Summer Reading: Grades 6-8 

If you are taking advanced English 6, 7, or 8 next year, there is a required reading list you must follow. 
 

Why do I have to read on summer break? 
Reading during the summer is a great way to keep your mind active and growing while you are away from school. 
While it is essential to your progress as a student, the English and reading teachers of Henrico County Public Schools 
also believe Summer Reading should be fun!  This year, we’ve put together a list of books that we hope will expand your 
love of reading. The list is filled with well-written books about the things middle school students love: family, friends, 
sports, dreams, and other exciting topics. Whether you read one book or the whole list, we hope you find something that 
will inspire you to continue to read.  Reading is a life-long journey, where you can learn new things, meet new people, 
and discover yourself along the way.  
 
How was the list created? 
It’s no secret that English and reading teachers love to read!  Though it was difficult for us to pick just a few books from 
all the great ones out there, we tried to compile a list that includes a variety of genres, cultures, themes, and interesting 
plots. Each book on our list has been read by someone on the team.  If you have specific questions, we will be able to 
answer them. You are also welcome to choose books that are not on this list.  Find something fun, interesting, 
entertaining, and enlightening that will keep you reading all summer long! It's also important that you include your 
parents/guardians in the process of selecting a book. Using the steps below, you can work together to find books that 
are just right for you. 
 
How do I find the right book for me? 

1. Research the Books: We’ve provided links to resources that will help you find those books that might be 
interesting to you. Use these resources to learn about the books on our list. 

Virginia State Reading Association - http://www.vsra.org/links.htm 
Teen Reads - http://www.teenreads.com 
Young Adult Book Central - http://www.yabookscentral.com 

2. Preview the Books: Once you’ve reviewed the information, go to the library or the bookstore and preview the 
book.  Read the first few pages before you check it out or buy it. Consider the vocabulary. If there are more than 
seven words on the page that you don't know, you might want to try a different book. Remember, you’re 
looking for books that are fun, interesting and appropriate for you! 

3. Read! Read! Read!: While you should read a minimum of two books this summer, we hope our lists will inspire 
you to read much, much more. 

 
Okay, so I read a book, now what? 
Great! We want to hear all about it! We hope you really enjoyed the book you chose, but if you didn’t we want to know 
that too. Complete the survey below, turn it into your English teacher at the beginning of the school year, and he/she 
will award you extra credit.  You should complete a survey for each book you read. Your teacher may also provide you 
with the opportunity to complete your survey on the computer.  
 
Hey Moms, Dads, Aunts, Uncles, Grandparents, and Other Family Members: 
We hope you find the attached list provides your student with great summer reading opportunities. It's important that 
you are part of the process, so consider reading the titles with, or even to, your students. One is never too old for a read 
aloud and having someone to talk to about a book just makes it that much better of an experience. If you have questions, 
please feel free to contact Ann Marie Seely, Educational Specialist for English and Reading, at 652-3740. Who knows, 
maybe you'll find a new favorite book too! 

 

 

 
Henrico County Public Schools 

Division of Instruction 

 
 



Summer Reading Survey 
Tell us what you think about the books you read this summer. Complete the survey below then turn it into your English 
teacher by the end of the second week of school. You will receive EXTRA CREDIT. All of your responses about the 
book must provide enough detail to show that you really read it. Refer to the samples we’ve provided if you need help. 
Use the back of the paper if you need more room to write your responses. 
 
Your Name:________________________________________________________ 
 
Your School:_______________________________________________________ 
 
Your Grade:____________________ 
 
Book Title: _________________________________________________________ 
 
Book Author: _______________________________________________________ 
 
I read this book because…(provide at least three reasons).   

1.    
 
   

2.    
 
 

3.    
 
 
I liked/didn’t like this book because… 
       
 
 
 
 
I do/don’t recommend this book for next year’s summer reading list because… 
     
 
 
 
 
I would also like to see the committee add __________________ by _______________ to 
the summer reading list because…                   (Book Title)                                                    (Author) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_______________________________________________________  ___________________________________________________ 
STUDENT’S SIGNATURE (REQUIRED)    PARENT’S/GUARDIAN’S SIGNATURE (REQUIRED) 



HENRICO COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
2011 SUMMER READING LIST 

RISING GRADE 8  
If you are taking advanced English 6, 7, or 8 next year, there is a required reading list you must follow. 

 

 
Recommended Books for Rising 8th Graders 

ABC by Author 

Author Title Genre 
Bauer, Joan Hope Was Here Realistic Fiction 
Baum, L. Frank The Wizard of Oz Classic/ Fantasy 
Clements, Andrew Things Not Seen Fantasy 
Crutcher, Chris Chinese Handcuffs Realistic Fiction 
Defoe, Daniel Robinson Crusoe Classic/ Adventure 
Dessen, Sara Just Listen Realistic Fiction 
Gaiman, Neil Coraline Fantasy  
Goldman, William The Princess Bride Fantasy 
Hobbs, Will Downriver Adventure Fiction 
Kadohata, Cynthia Kira-Kira Realistic Fiction 
Konisgsburg, E.L. The View from Saturday Realistic Fiction 
Korman, Gordon Schooled Realistic Fiction 
Lowry, Lois The Giver Historical Fiction 
Mikaelsen, Ben Sparrow Hawk Red Adventure Fiction  
Myers, Walter Dean The Glory Field Historical Fiction 
Nye, Naomi Shihab Is This Forever, or What? Poetry 
Park, Linda Sue A Single  Shard Historical Fiction 
Paterson, Katherine Jacob Have I Loved Realistic Fiction 
Paulsen, Gary Woodsong Adventure Fiction 
Sleator, William Singularity Sci Fi 
Spiegelman, Art Maus I Graphic Novel (nonfiction) 
Spinelli, Jerry Milkweed Historical Fiction 
Staples, Suzanne Fisher Shabanu Realistic Fiction 
Stevenson, Robert 
Louis 

Treasure Island Classic/ Adventure Fiction 

Verne, Jules 20,000 Leagues Under the Sea Classic/ Adventure Fiction 
Yep, Laurence Dragon Wings Historical Fiction 
Zindel, Paul The Pigman and Me Biography (nonfiction) 
Shusterman, Neal Mindquakes, Mindbenders, 

Mindtwisters 
Short Story Collection 

You may also choose to read books that are not on this list. We recommend that you work with a 
parent/guardian to choose books that are appropriate for you. 
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