Agriscience I
Instructor:

Mr. Justin Waltman
Phone: 928-502-5483

Email: jwaltman@yumaed.org

Please feel free to contact me at anytime if you have any concerns or questions.  I typically answer email the same day I receive it, so email is the best way to get in contact with me.  
Course Description:

An introduction to agriculture and agri-business emphasizing basic plant and animal sciences, record keeping, career orientation, and leadership development through participation in FFA (Future Farmers of America). Each student will develop a supervised occupational/agricultural experience program.
Intstructor Schedule:

Period 1- Exploring Technology

Period 2- Agriscience I

Period 3- Planning Period

Lunch

Period 4- Agriscience II/III/IV

Period 5- Agriscience I

Period 6- Agriscience I
Class Expectations:

1. Be Respectful: Common courtesy goes a long way in society.  Have some, and don’t talk when others are talking.

2. Be Safe: Many of the activities in class have some inherited danger, so pay attention to safety at all times.

3. Be Prepared:  Being young adults, it is time to realize that in the real world nobody will hold your hand.  Please come prepared and ready to work.

4. Have Fun:  Learning is an everyday occurrence, whether consciously or not.  So when a topic is discussed that interests you, take the time to enjoy it!  

Broken Expectations:

1. A verbal warning will be given.

2. If a second warning is given, then the loss of daily points/assignment points will occur.

3. A third occurrence and a detention will be given.

4. Further disruption will result in a referral or more severe consequences.
Attendance:

Attendance will be taken daily, and points will be assigned through the use of Bellwork/Ticket Out sheets.  These sheets will last for an entire week and will be handed out every Monday and collected on Friday. Students who are tardy will not get the credit for the Bellwork for that day.  Please refer to the student handbook for full policy.
FFA and SAE Participation:
The Agriscience Program is an intracurricular model that includes the FFA and Supervised Agricultural Experience.  It will be MANDATORY for each student to participate in FFA and to have an SAE.  A manual and letter will be provided to each student explaining the requirements.  
Grading Scale:
A = 
90%-100%



B = 
80%-89%



C = 
70%-79%



D = 
60%-69%



F =
59% or below

Instructor Availability:

Unless there is a conflicting FFA activity or SAE visit, I am available to answer questions before school, during 3rd period, during lunch, and after school Monday thru Thursday. I am available before school and during lunch on Fridays. 
Late Assignments:

Late assignments will only be accepted if approved by the instructor.  Make up work can be made up at lunch and before or after school unless other arrangements are made.  Late work, more than one week past its due date, will lose 20% for each week late.  Assignments more than 3 weeks late will not be accepted, and certain assignments WILL NOT be accepted late. 
Topics to Be Covered:

	FFA/SAE
	Plant Growth & Development

	Parliamentary Procedure
	Food Safety & Processing

	Lab Safety
	Soils

	Biochemistry
	Bioethics

	Cells & Cellular Processes
	Nutrition

	DNA & Protein Synthesis
	Entomology

	Scientific Process
	Oral Communication

	Animal Health Needs
	Ecology

	Natural Resources
	Careers In Agriculture


The information in this syllabus is tentative and subject to change at the instructor’s discretion.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

I acknowledge that I have read and understood the syllabus and all of the information it contains.  If there are any questions or concerns, I know that I can contact the instructor by phone (928)-502-5483 or by email jwaltman@yumaed.org.  

Parent Signature:_________________________________  Date:_______________

Student Signature:________________________________  Date:_______________
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