Freshmen English Syllabus

2011-2012
General Information

Teacher:


Ms. Kelsey Ahlmark

Room:



2206
Office hours:


Monday 7:00-7:20am, Wednesday and Friday 2:30-3:30pm
Tutoring:


Available by appointment and after school (dates TBA)
Email:



kahlmark@yumaed.org
Course Description: Freshmen English introduces students to literary analysis, composition, research, and new vocabulary skills through various genres of literature. This course will cover material that will both introduce and prepare students for their educational and professional lives. 
Purpose of the Course: The primary purpose of this course is to expose students to the English language through reading, writing, and literary analysis. Through this process, students will enrich their understanding and appreciation for written works and the spoken language of English. The expectations are that students will develop the ability to communicate clearly, accurately and effectively when speaking and writing, learn how to use a wide-range of vocabulary, and the correct grammar, spelling and punctuation, and develop a personal style and an awareness of the audience being addressed.

Suggested Materials: Binder with paper and dividers, pen, pencil, highlighter, post-it notes, and pencil pouch. Though some of these supplies are only a suggestion, paper and pencil are mandatory everyday. 
Grades: Expect quizzes, daily class work, writing assignments, and a formal research paper to all be apart of your final grade. It is vital that you complete and turn in all work which is assigned. I advise you to take due dates very seriously. Any work you turn in after the due date is automatically deducted by 10% each day. After 10 days, no work will be considered for credit. Grades will be based on the number of points earned by the students from the number of points available for earning. Semester grades are calculated by district standards as follows: Grading Period 1 = 30%, Grading Period 2 = 30%, Grading Period 3 = 25%, and Final Exam = 15%. As per district policy, grades will be calculated as follows: 100-90 = A, 89-90 = B, 79-70 = C, 69-60 = D, 59 and below = F.
Class Rules: Due to the size and time we have together in this class, I will be holding all students behavior to some pretty high expectations. Besides enforcing and following ALL rules and policies outlined in the Kofa Student Handbook, I will have a set of my own rules, which we will discuss in class. These rules were not created out of some type of power trip, but to free us from the unknown and allow us to meet our Big Goal. 
Class Overview
Be advised that the following schedule is tentative and subject to change.
Unit 1 - Respond to Reading:
Skills Covered in Unit 1: Reading for Inference, Reading for Effects, Summary, Persuasive Writing, Descriptive Writing, Comprehension, Developing a Response to Reading, Identifying Writers’ Effect, Complex Sentences, Genre Transformation, Comprehension, Selecting Material, Developing Material, Recognizing Style, Responding to Reading, Analyzing Effects, Genre Transformation, Descriptive Writing, and Informative Writing.

Unit 2 - Stylistic Effects

Skills Covered in Unit 2: Identifying Writers’ Effects, Narrative Devices, Use of Dialog, Punctuation, and Revision, Making Inferences, Narrative Structure, Using Imagery, Identifying Irony, Vocabulary Building, Descriptive Writing, and Explaining Writer’s Effects, Forming an Overview, Descriptive Structure, and Descriptive Language.

Unit 3 - Summary 

Skills Covered in Unit 3: Selecting Material, Sequencing Material, Summary Style, Vocabulary Building, Concession, Paraphrasing, Making Inferences, News Reporting, Summary, Style Analysis, Vocabulary Building, Advertising Language, Complex Sentences, Selecting Material, Paragraphing, News Report Style, Discussion, Selecting Material, Argument Style, Discursive Writing.

Unit 4 - Directed Writing 

Skills Covered in Unit 4: Dialog and Speech Writing, Selecting Material, Adopting a Voice, Vocabulary Building, Developing Material, and Collating Material. Selecting Material, Structuring Material, Genre Transformation, Discursive Writing, Persuasive Writing, Evaluating Material, and Summarizing Material.

Unit 5 – Composition

Skills Covered in Unit 5: Argumentative Writing, Summary, Structuring Argument, Supporting Views, Persuasive Devices, Evaluating Argument, Adopting Viewpoint, Group Discussion, Discursive Writing, Identifying Material, Collating Material, Rhetorical Devices, Group Discussion, Descriptive Writing, Figurative Language, Imagery Building, Structuring Description, Narrative Writing, Narrative Planning, Narrative Openings, Narrative Structure, Identifying Irony, Editing, Analyzing Writers’ Effects, Informative Writing, Researching, Planning, and Giving a Talk.

Unit 6 – Research Paper and Coursework

Students will be required to complete a research paper and Cambridge Coursework, in order to complete this course.  Students will be provided with access to the library and other resources in order to complete these assignments.
Cambridge Standards Covered:

Reading: R1, R2, R3, and R4.

Writing: W1, W2, W3, W4, W5

Core Standards Covered:

Reading: RI.9.1, RI.9.2, RI.9.3, RI.9.4, RI.9.5, RI.9.6, RL.9.1, RL.9.2, RL.9.3, RL.9.4, RL.9.5, and RL.9.6.

Writing: W.9.1, W.9.2, W.9.3, W.9.4, and W.9.5.
