Sophomore English Syllabus

2011-2012
General Information

Teacher:


Ms. Kelsey Ahlmark

Room:



2206

Office hours:


Monday 7:00-7:20am, Wednesday and Friday 2:30-3:30pm

Tutoring:


Available by appointment and after school (dates TBA)

Email:



kahlmark@yumaed.org

Course Description: Sophomore English furthers student’s knowledge on literary analysis, composition, research, and new vocabulary skills through various genres of literature. This course will cover material that will both further introduce and prepare students for their educational and professional lives. 
Purpose of the Course: The primary purpose of this course is to expose students to the English language through reading, writing, and literary analysis. Through this process, students will enrich their understanding and appreciation for written works and the spoken language of English. 
Grades: Expect quizzes, daily class work, writing assignments, and a formal research paper to all be apart of your final grade. It is vital that you complete and turn in all work which is assigned. I advise you to take due dates very seriously. Any work you turn in after the due date is automatically deducted by 10% each day. After 10 days, no work will be considered for credit. Grades will be based on the number of points earned by the students from the number of points available for earning. Semester grades are calculated by district standards as follows: Grading Period 1 = 30%, Grading Period 2 = 30%, Grading Period 3 = 25%, and Final Exam = 15%. As per district policy, grades will be calculated as follows: 100-90 = A, 89-90 = B, 79-70 = C, 69-60 = D, 59 and below = F.
Class Rules: Due to the size and time we have together in this class, I will be holding all students behavior to some pretty high expectations. Besides enforcing and following ALL rules and policies outlined in the Kofa Student Handbook, I will have a set of my own rules, which we will discuss in class. These rules were not created out of some type of power trip, but to free us from the unknown and allow us to meet our Big Goal. 
Class Overview: 
Please be advised that the following schedule is tentative and subject to change.
First Semester:
Weeks 1-6: Review syllabus, rules, and beginning of the year details.  Short stories, literary elements (character, point of view, setting and plot), Cornell notes, using graphic organizers and writing process.
Weeks 7-12:   Mythology/ Heroes, literary elements (theme, cause and effect, and allusion), compare/contrast, and graphic organizers.
Weeks 13-18: Novel (Night), summarizing, character analysis, and plot line. 
Second Semester:
Weeks 19-24: Novel (Bless Me, Ultima), literary elements (climax and resolution).
Weeks 25-30: Research\project.
Weeks 31- 36: Julius Caesar, paraphrasing, rhetoric, poetry and figurative language.

Grade 10 Arizona Standards Covered:
Reading Strand 1, Concept 4 (POs 1, 2, 3 and 4), Concept 5 (PO 1), and Concept 6 (POs 1-6).
Reading Strand 2, Concept 1 (POs 1-4) and Concept 2 (POs 1-3) .
Writing Strand 1, Concept 1 (POs 1-7), Concept 2 (POs 1-2), Concept 3 (POs 1-5), Concept 4 (POs 1-4).  
Writing Strand 2, Concepts 1 – 6 All POs.
Writing Strand 3, Concept 5 (POs 1), Concept 6 (POs 1).
