August 2010

Dear Parents/Guardians,

Please read and discuss with your student the following classroom rules, policies, materials requirements, and procedures for English II this year.

MATERIALS:

Each student is required to be prepared for class every day.  Penalties will be assigned if students do not have these needed materials:

Textbook: The Language of Literature; students will get their textbooks from the bookstore the first week of school, and will need bring their textbook to class each day the teacher assigns.

Notebook: Each student needs a 3-ring binder with 5 section dividers.  This notebook is to be used only for this class and should always contain an ample supply of lined paper, 

Pen and Pencils: Students supply their own pens and pencils.  All essays and projects are to be written in black or blue ink, or typed.  Homework may be written in pencil.  No tests or assignment written in any other colors but black or blue ink will be accepted.

ATTENDENCE:

All students are expected to be in school and on time for every class.  Daily attendance is extremely important as discussion and interaction with the teacher and other students cannot be duplicated.  Each student is allowed no more that five absences per semester in order to receive credit for the course.  While the school does provide make-up opportunities through the Attendance Office, I do not.  When a student is absent, he/she is responsible for contacting me outside of class time for the missed assignments.  All missed assignment must be made up, including Essential Questions and Vocabulary.  Students have one school day for each day absent to complete all missed assignments and quizzes.  Arrangements should be made with me to make up tests before or after school; regular class time cannot be used for make-up work.

If students are not in class due to school activities such as field trips or athletic events, they are still responsible for turning in that day’s assignment on time and for completing that day’s assignments on time for the following day.  This will require them to be organized and to get the assignment ahead of time.

Tardiness is disruptive to the learning process.  In accordance with school policy, detention will be assigned for the third tardy and consequences become more severe with each additional tardy.

DUE DATES:

Students will be given due dates for all assignments and projects.  These are not negotiable except in extraordinary circumstances.  For essays and major projects, due dates are given well in advance.  Absences do not alter project due dates.

HOMEWORK:

Homework is a necessary part of the learning process.  It is crucial that students practice skills taught in class in order to master those skills and be prepared for future learning.  All homework assignments must be completed before class time the following day.  Credit will not be given for late homework.

GRADES:

Homework, quizzes, tests, and projects will be graded using a point system applied to the grading scale found in the Kofa Handbook.  Extra credit assignments will be rare.  As such, if students wish to improve their grade, they need to put additional effort into the assignments given.  Extra help is typically available at a mutually convenient time, and after school tutoring is frequently available.  

BEHAVIOR:

Students will be expected to show respect to teachers, other students, staff members, and school property.  Behavior that disrupts the learning environment will not be tolerated.  All rules from the Kofa Student Handbook will be enforced.  

COURSE OUTLINE:

During this school year, the following is expected to be covered:

1. Review of writing strategies learned last year

S1:C1-C5

2. A reading of specific short stories



S1:C4-C6; S2:C1-C2

3. Julius Caesar by William Shakespeare


S1:C4-C6; S2:C1-C2

4. The Giver






S1:C4-C6; S2:C1-C2
5. Research Project on specific world authors


S1:C1-C5; S2:C1-C6; S3:C6

6. Bless Me, Ultima





S1:C4-C6; S2:C1-C2
7. Flower for Algernon





S1:C4-C6; S2:C1-C2
If you have any questions or concerns at any time throughout the school year, please leave a message for me at 502-5400 ext. 5468 and I will return your call as soon as possible.  I’m looking forward to a great year of success for all of us.

Sincerely,

Mr. Kelly

English II World Literature

