Freshman Cambridge English
Fall 2011 – Spring 2012
Kofa High School

General Information
Instructor:


Mr. Robert Vitello, J.D.
Location:


Building 1, Second Floor, Room 1207
Class periods:


1, 2, 3, & 6
Office hours:


7:00 – 7:20 Mon. – Fri. & 2:40 – 3:00 Tues. – Fri.
Phone:



502-5688 
E-Mail:


rvitello@yumaed.org
Course Description: This course in language arts emphasizes literary analysis, composition, research, and vocabulary skills.  The course covers foundational material that will prepare students for advanced educational and professional pursuits.

Purpose of the Course: The main purpose of this course is to allow the students to:
· develop the ability to communicate clearly, accurately and effectively  when speaking and writing,
· learn how  to use a wide-range of vocabulary, and the correct grammar, spelling and punctuation, and
· develop a personal style and an awareness of the audience being addressed.
Students will be encouraged to read widely, for their own enjoyment and for their further awareness of the ways in which English can be used.  Further, students will develop the ability to analyze and communication skills such as synthesis, inference, and the ability to order facts and present opinions effectively. 
Grading Scale: Grades will be based on the number of points earned by the students from the number of points available for earning.  Grades each six weeks will include homework, in class work, quizzes, tests, and writing assignments.  Semester grades are calculated by district standards as follows: Grading Period 1 = 30%, Grading Period 2 = 30%, Grading Period 3 = 25%, and Final Exam = 15%.  As per district policy, grades will be calculated as follows: 100-90 = A, 89-90 = B, 79-70 = C, 69-60 = D, 59 and Below = F.
Classroom Rules:  All rules and policies set forth in the Student Handbook will be enforced.  In addition, a copy of the classroom rules will be given to each student and covered during the 1st week of class.  The students will be required to review the rules with their guardians, and both the students and guardians are to sign the rules and return them.  This will be the students’ first assignment and is worth 25 points.
Required Materials: Binder with paper and dividers, pen, pencil, highlighter, post-it notes, and pencil pouch.
Class Overview: 
Please be advised that the following schedule is tentative and subject to change.
Unit 1 - Respond to Reading:
Skills Covered in Unit 1: Reading for Inference, Reading for Effects, Summary, Persuasive Writing, Descriptive Writing, Comprehension, Developing a Response to Reading, Identifying Writers’ Effect, Complex Sentences, Genre Transformation, Comprehension, Selecting Material, Developing Material, Recognizing Style, Responding to Reading, Analyzing Effects, Genre Transformation, Descriptive Writing, and Informative Writing.
Unit 2 - Stylistic Effects

Skills Covered in Unit 2: Identifying Writers’ Effects, Narrative Devices, Use of Dialog, Punctuation, and Revision, Making Inferences, Narrative Structure, Using Imagery, Identifying Irony, Vocabulary Building, Descriptive Writing, and Explaining Writer’s Effects, Forming an Overview, Descriptive Structure, and Descriptive Language.

Unit 3 - Summary 
Skills Covered in Unit 3: Selecting Material, Sequencing Material, Summary Style, Vocabulary Building, Concession, Paraphrasing, Making Inferences, News Reporting, Summary, Style Analysis, Vocabulary Building, Advertising Language, Complex Sentences, Selecting Material, Paragraphing, News Report Style, Discussion, Selecting Material, Argument Style, Discursive Writing.

Unit 4 - Directed Writing 

Skills Covered in Unit 4: Dialog and Speech Writing, Selecting Material, Adopting a Voice, Vocabulary Building, Developing Material, and Collating Material. Selecting Material, Structuring Material, Genre Transformation, Discursive Writing, Persuasive Writing, Evaluating Material, and Summarizing Material.
Unit 5 – Composition
Skills Covered in Unit 5: Argumentative Writing, Summary, Structuring Argument, Supporting Views, Persuasive Devices, Evaluating Argument, Adopting Viewpoint, Group Discussion, Discursive Writing, Identifying Material, Collating Material, Rhetorical Devices, Group Discussion, Descriptive Writing, Figurative Language, Imagery Building, Structuring Description, Narrative Writing, Narrative Planning, Narrative Openings, Narrative Structure, Identifying Irony, Editing, Analyzing Writers’ Effects, Informative Writing, Researching, Planning, and Giving a Talk.
Unit 6 – Research Paper and Coursework

Students will be required to complete a research paper and Cambridge Coursework, in order to complete this course.  Students will be provided with access to the library and other resources in order to complete these assignments.
Cambridge Standards Covered:
Reading: R1, R2, R3, and R4.

Writing: W1, W2, W3, W4, W5

Core Standards Covered:

Reading: RI.9.1, RI.9.2, RI.9.3, RI.9.4, RI.9.5, RI.9.6, RL.9.1, RL.9.2, RL.9.3, RL.9.4, RL.9.5, and RL.9.6.
Writing: W.9.1, W.9.2, W.9.3, W.9.4, and W.9.5.
Plagiarism/Cheating/Copying: Students are expected to do their own work in all classes. Students caught cheating or copying will be given a zero and parental contact will be made.

