The Vietnam Experience                                                        Mr. Dillon
Course Syllabus
Mission Statement: This course is designed to introduce the student to the many aspects --- social, economic, ideological, diplomatic, and military of the Vietnam War                       

Goals & Objectives: (1) discuss causes & consequences of the Vietnam War (2) study background of Vietnamese history & French colonialism (3) research economic factors motivating both French and U.S. efforts to prevent the spread of communism in S.E.Asia (4) analyze American reactions to war … “crisis at home” through pictures, music, video, and film …

Method of Instruction: An attempt will be made to incorporate as much “technology” as possible into the makings of the curriculum … power point presentations, video & music ** this includes presentations from & by students as well!
Methods of Measurement: A traditional grading scale from 60% - 100% 

Classroom Expectations: 

· If you are early, you are ON TIME; If you are ON TIME, you are LATE; and, if you are LATE (not in your seat before bell) you will suffer CONSEQUENCES!!!

· There will be objectives, directions/instructions on the board DAILY. You are EXPECTED to IMMEDIATELY read and follow those directions.

· Writing utensils, a spiral notebook, & 3-ring binder are REQUIRED!!! You will be EXPECTED to keep ALL work ORGANIZED in 3-ring.

· No food, drink, GUM allowed in classroom

· TRACKING DIRT and/or MUD in classroom may result in cleanup duty!
· EXPECT to LEARN!!!

· The following responses are NOT ACCEPTABLE … “I didn’t get that one” – “I don’t know” --- “I don’t have it”

· DO NOT EXPECT to like me! I am really not here for you to like me. I will like you, and if you do like me that is GREAT. 

Course Outline: 
I. Emergence of Vietnam – French Rule – Roots of Nationalism & Communism – Rise of the Vietminh

II. A New World Order – 1st Indo-China War – Crisis of World Capitalism

III. Dien Bien Phu – The Geneva Peace Settlement

IV. The Domino Theory – 2nd Indo-China War – The Vietcong – The Plot to Topple Diem

V. South Vietnam Politics – The Gulf of Tonkin – U.S. Political “Talk” – The Decision to Bomb

VI. American Ground Troops – A “War of Attrition” – The American Anti-War Movement – The Tet Offensive

VII. WITHDRAWAL WITHOUT VICTORY … The Fall of Saigon  
VIII.THE WAR THAT NOBODY WON … The Ugly Aftermath – The   
     failure of Communism

This course will be a serious, realistic, and often depressing study of the Vietnam tragedy. Cultural upheavals in S.E. Asia as well as in the U.S. will be looked at in detail. From the cold, hard realities of war, to rock ‘n’ roll philosophy, to the sight of a child burned by a napalm bomb … hopefully, nothing left uncovered and all of the TRUTH  we now know about Vietnam! At times, material will be graphic and vocabulary vulgar. If for any reason students and/or parents are uncomfortable w/ such content I encourage you to make an appointment w/ a counselor in order to choose another class.
Parents and students please be fully aware of the The Vietnam Experience course contents offered by Mr. Dillon.  
---------------------------------------------------------- 
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