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Government  

Grade 12
Kofa High School
Instructor: Mr. Mount                                                     
Description: This course will help students to apply civic principles to their daily lives, while allowing the opportunity to see their impact on the local, state, national, and global levels.  

In this course, you will be expected to keep up with the daily reading assignments.  No class time will be given for students to read the textbook.  Class time will be spent in discussion of the readings from the night before and any assignments that were given. 

Objectives:
     Students will be able to:  

1. Identify and explain basic definitions of states, government types, and the concepts of democracy.
2. Identify and explain the characteristics of the American government.

3. Discuss the contents of the Constitution, explain how a bill becomes a law, and how to change the document.

4. Identify and explain the roles of the members of Congress and the relationship to the other branches.

5. Identify and explain the roles of the members of Executive branch, specifically focusing on the presidency, and the relationship to the other branches.

6. Explain the process of electing our representatives and detail how the president is elected.

7. Identify and explain the roles of the members of the Judiciary and the relationship to the other branches.

8. Define the role of the American citizen in society while identifying policies, philosophies, institutions, and other governing bodies that impact us.

9. Compare and contrast how local and state governments are related to the federal level and to each other. 

Units of Study:

Unit 1: Principles of Government
Unit 2: Origins of American Government

Unit 3: Constitution

Unit 4: Legislative Branch 

Unit 5: Executive Branch

Unit 6: Modern Democracy
Unit 7: Judicial Branch

Unit 8: Rights, Responsibilities, and Liberties
Unit 9: State and Local Government
Six Simple Rules for Surviving My Classroom:

1. Respect each other at all times. 

2. Students should come prepared to class in a timely manner.
3. Students should turn in their best work by the due date.
4. The grade you earn is the grade you get.
5. All YUHSD policies will be followed at all times.
6. Don’t do anything that prevents learning.
Grading Information:

Late work will be accepted without penalty if the absence was excused.  If the assignment is late due to fault of student or unexcused absence, 10% will be deducted for each day late.  Exams can be made up with prior notice of absence or with excused absence.  Assignments include worksheets, reading assignments, vocabulary definitions, and other assignments to be determined.  The major research project for the semester will be a president ranking project with details forthcoming.
Methodology and Procedure:

Students will be expected to come to class with something to write with, a notebook, and a folder to keep all assignments.  A notebook or 3 ring binder needs to be dedicated to government class alone.  Students will be expected to participate in class discussions, group activities, and lectures.  Each day will begin with copying down objectives and answering the daily thought provoking question related to current events or the lesson of the day.  

Attendance:

You are required to be here and on time.  You can be absent up to 5 times per school code of conduct.  There is no teacher option for this course.  

Points:
Exams, assignments, and projects will be the bulk of your points.  Everything has a point value and not all assignments are weighted equally (i.e. a 14 question worksheet is worth 14 points not 100)
The semester grade will be determined by the YUHSD guidelines.
Grading Scale

A= 90% - 100%

B= 80% - 89%

C= 70% - 79%

D= 60% - 69%

F=   0% - 59%
If you have any further questions or need more clarification, please see me before or after school.    

