NAME:  ________________________________
English 10

The Catcher in the Rye

Five Paragraph Essay Assignment

Directions:  Please choose one of the following prompts to write about.  Formulate a five paragraph essay of no more than two pages typed in 12 point Times New Roman font and double-spaced utilizing the following rules:

· Begin the introductory paragraph with a quote from the novel that supports the topic of your prompt.  Document this quote in proper MLA format.  For example:  “D.B. was out in Hollywood being a prostitute” (Salinger 2).  Afterwards, connect the use of the quote to the purpose of the essay.
· Write a thorough and detailed three-point thesis statement at the end of the introductory paragraph.

· Write three body paragraphs.  Each body paragraph should have a topic sentence and a concluding/transitional sentence leading towards the next paragraph.  Each body paragraph should analyze and interpret a thematic interpretation of the prompt rather than summarizing the story.
· Utilize advanced transitions (for example: furthermore, additionally, etc.).  Avoid the following transitions:  first, second, third, finally, and in conclusion.

· Write a detailed conclusion that leaves your readers knowing why they read the essay.  Restate your thesis in the middle of the conclusion.  Do not end the conclusion with a rhetorical question.

· Only write in third person (for example:  readers, teenagers, teachers, etc.  Do NOT use I, me, you,we, us or your.)

· Cite at least one quote in each body paragraph.  Document the quote in proper MLA (Modern Language Association) format.  For example:  “Stradlater was a phony” (Salinger 32).
· Avoid “to be” verbs throughout the essay.  Limit the use of “to be” verbs to only three per paragraph.  (is, am, was, are, were)
Prompt One:  Identify whether or not The Catcher in the Rye by J.D. Salinger is a worthy selection for teenagers to read and discuss in the English classroom.  Develop at least three specific reasons using examples from the text and citing real life situations in third person that prove if the novel is a worthy selection or not.  

Prompt Two:  Readers often ponder throughout the course of the novel whether Holden is crazy or not.  Many argue he attempts to find comfort, acceptance, and love from others.  Using specific examples from the text, as well as referencing life experiences in third person, state and defend a view of whether or not Holden is truly crazy, as well as what would have provided him true peace and comfort.

Prompt Three:  Holden frequently lies, assumes false identities, and loses himself in fantasies. What seems to be the purpose of him making these decisions? Tie each example you provide together thematically and develop the specific importance of each unique example without simply repeating a general idea. 

Prompt Four:  There are numerous themes throughout the novel such as loneliness, depression, dealing with death, growing up too quickly, and rites of passage, among others.  Identify how these themes play a significant role in the novel and how they come to affect Holden as well as the reader.  
Due Dates:

____ / 10 Points:  The outline of the five paragraph essay is due Tuesday, December 6.  Please follow the template Mrs. Anzalone provides.

____/ 20 Points:  The completed rough draft of the five paragraph essay is due on Thursday, December 8.  The rough draft should be typed in 12 point Times New Roman font and double-spaced.  This needs to be printed out and brought to class.  Do not e-mail the rough draft to Mrs. Anzalone.
_____ / 60 Points:  The final draft of the entire essay consisting of an introductory paragraph, three body paragraphs, and a conclusion is due at the beginning of class on Wednesday, December 14.  See the rubric to verify specific grading aspects.  This must be typed in 12 point Times New Roman font and double-spaced.  You also must submit your essay online to Turnitin.com prior to coming to class on December 14.
Name____________________________


English 10 – Mrs. Anzalone

The Catcher in the Rye

Five Paragraph Essay Rubric

	
	Beginning
3-4
	Developing
5-6
	Accomplished
7-8
	Exemplary
9-10
	Score

	Thesis Statement
	Unrelated to topic; not specific
	Attempts to relate to topic; not specific
	Somewhat relevant to the topic, almost specific, original, clear
	Three points; Directly relevant, specific, clear, and original
	

	Five paragraph Organization and Transitions
	Not organized, ideas are unclear, and most transitions are weak
	Some organization, ideas jump around, many examples are unclear, some transitions are weak
	Organized, ideas are somewhat unclear in areas, transitions are strong
	Ideas are logically ordered, transitions are developed and no longer primary
	

	Quality of Information and Details
	Unable to find specific details
	Details are somewhat lacking
	Some details are non-supporting to the subject
	Supporting details are always specific to subject being discussed
	

	Grammar & Spelling
	Grammar and spelling was obviously not taken into consideration
	More than two errors
	Only one or two errors
	All grammar and spelling is correct
	

	Word Choice
	Needs descriptive words
	Vocabulary is constant, but details lack "color"
	Vocabulary is varied, some supporting details need work, minor use of “to be” verbs
	Vocabulary varied, supporting details vivid, descriptive language is properly utilized, and author avoids “to be” verbs
	

	Quote identification in MLA format
	Quotes are not included in the essay.
	Quotes are attempted, but student fails to properly document the quote or blend them into the writing.
	Quotes are included with minor errors in proper MLA documentation or blending into the writing.
	Quotes are properly documented in MLA format and relate specifically to each example while blending into the writing.
	

	www.turnitin.com
	Student does not submit the essay to www.turnitin.com; Loses 5 Points
	___________
	___________
	Total:
	___ / 60 points


