NAME:  __________________________________

English 10

Julius Caesar Essay Prompts
_____ 10 Points – Friday, April 27:  Your thesis statement (and project plan, if doing the movie option) is due. If you do not hand this in by today, you will NOT be able to recover any of these 10 points at a later time.

_____ 20 Points – Monday, April 30:  The outline for the five paragraph essay is due.  This should be typed in 12 point Times New Roman font and double-spaced.  

_____ 48 Points – Wednesday, April 28:  The final draft of the five paragraph essay is due at the beginning of class.  Students should also submit a copy of their five paragraph essay to Turnitin.com PRIOR to arriving to class.  The final draft should be typed in 12 point Times New Roman font with 1” margins and double-spaced.  Please see the attached rubric for specific grading information.

Essay Prompt One:  If you choose the movie option, you must still write a five-paragraph essay. Your essay should focus on how you created MOOD in your film, EITHER through: the setting (why you chose to depict the setting of the play in a certain location, time period, clothing, etc.—see the attached sheet for additional info), OR the stage directions (why you chose certain gestures, motions, the style of entrances & exits, etc.). Your thesis statement should say something along the lines of, “This modern film adaptation of Act ____, Scene(s) _____  conveys the mood of ____________ to the viewer through its setting…/stage directions….” You still need a three-point thesis statement, so consider what three aspects of your film you will focus on. 
Essay Prompt Two:  We discussed what a “Tragic Hero” is in class.  Based on what you know about how to identify a tragic hero, please answer the following question:  Is Caesar, Brutus or Cassius the tragic hero in Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar?  Using concrete evidence from the text, identify specific and detailed reasons to support which Roman should hold the title of “Tragic Hero.”  Identify your opinion in third person and in a five paragraph essay.  While the answer to this question is purely your opinion, your grade will be based on how well you support your position.  For your assistance, I have reprinted the rules that are almost all required to be a tragic hero:
1. A tragic hero experiences a complete downfall/death. 
2. A tragic hero’s downfall is directly caused by his/her tragic flaw in judgment or character.

3. A tragic hero is a main character whose actions help create or move the plot.

4. A tragic hero must have an inner conflict or struggle; not all characters in the story are aware of the hero’s conflict.

5. A tragic hero is often of high noble status.
Essay Prompt Three:  Superstition plays a major role in the lives of many characters and plays a significant role in determining the outcome of various events in Julius Caesar.  How did superstition specifically affect various characters (including Caesar, Cassius, Calphurnia, Casca, and any other characters you can think of whose fates were affected by their superstitious beliefs, or others’ superstitious beliefs), and had characters relied on or avoided superstition, how would the play be different?  Identify your opinion in third person and in a five paragraph essay.  While the answer to this question is purely your opinion, your grade will be based on how well you support your position.  
Name_______________________________

English 10- Julius Caesar
Five Paragraph Essay Rubric

	
	Beginning
1-2
	Developing
3-4
	Accomplished
5-6
	Exemplary
7-8
	Score

	Ideas
	Ideas are not relative to the prompt and are only plot based.
	Some ideas are relative to the prompt, and some analysis is evident.
	Ideas are somewhat relevant in most parts of the essay, and the student attempts to synthesize the prompt.
	Most or all of the ideas are directly relevant and prove a deeper understanding of the prompt through detailed analysis.
	

	Organization and Transitions
	No clear organization is evident with little to no advanced transitions.
	Some organization is evident, although ideas jump around.  The introduction and conclusion are unclear in parts.
	Most of the essay is organized.  The introduction and conclusion are strong in some areas.
	Great organization, ideas are logically ordered, and introduction and conclusion are fully developed.
	

	Quality of Details/Quotes (1 quote in each body paragraph)
	There are few to no quotes included in this essay.
	Some quotes are included in the essay, and some are documented incorrectly in MLA format. 
	Some details are non-supporting to the subject although they are documented correctly in MLA format.
	Supporting quotes and details are specific to the subject.  All quotes are documented correctly in MLA format.
	

	Grammar, Spelling, and Punctuation (Use the comma correctly, write in third person, and write in present tense.)
	Frequent grammar/ spelling errors
	Some errors in grammar and spelling.  Multiple errors in punctuation.
	Minor errors in grammar, spelling, and punctuation.
	Writer obviously spent time editing the essay; Essay has none to few errors in grammar, spelling, and punctuation.
	

	Word Choice

	Needs descriptive words
	Vocabulary is constant, weak verbs
	Vocabulary is varied, supporting details need work
	Vocabulary varied, supporting details vivid
	

	Thesis

Statement
	There are less than three points in the thesis.
	The topic is clear although the points are redundant or repetitive.  
	The topic is clear, and the thesis statement has three points although not all points are aalytical.
	Thesis statement is concise, has three points, emulates an appreciation for analyzing a text, and informs the reader.
	

	Total Points:  _____ /48          ________%



Movie Option (up to 15 points extra credit)

You have the option, for extra credit, of filming 1-3 scenes (at least 5 minutes, max of 18 minutes) from Julius Caesar. This option has several requirements, and everyone in your group must meet these requirements in order for credit to be given.

1. You must act out the scene(s) in the original Shakespeare, and with tone/gestures that would be appropriate for that character in that scene (do not speak in a monotone voice or act bored during your lines!).

2. The lines must be memorized. If you have trouble with this, use cue cards off-camera, or stop and start filming as you need (for which you’ll need to do some creative editing).

3. There must be at least two people in each group, and no more than five (yes, some people might have to play multiple parts). If someone will volunteer to do a “cameo” in your film, you may include him/her, but five is the maximum number I will allow to write their essays about the film you made.

4. You must have opening credits in which you show which actors are playing which parts, where the play is set, and what time period it is set in. These can be written on posterboard and then filmed, or added using Windows Movie Maker (or equivalent).
5. Less than 10% of the lines can be changed for creative reasons (for example, if you change the setting, and don’t want Cassius talking about tents or hills, you can adapt these lines).

6. You must have costumes and/or music that are consistent with your setting. For instance, do not wear sneakers and jeans if you are setting this in ancient Rome.
7. You may not set your adaptation in St. Viator High School. You may film it here, but your characters can’t be you, basically. Please think of a more creative setting.
Why should we bother doing this option?

Besides the extra credit and the entertainment value, this is a great chance to be creative (and you can possibly put this on a college resume if admissions committees ask about challenging work you have done). You can set this play in any time period—this could take place in New York in 2012 in a corporation, or this could take place during WWI, or anywhere, really.

Also, if you would like to add extra credit points to your final exam, I can wait to put them in until then. This might take some of the pressure off of you during the exam. Group members can choose their own methods of extra credit delivery.
DUE FRIDAY: You must turn in a project plan. Which scene(s) are you filming? Who is playing which parts? What is your setting/costumes/music, etc.? What supplies do you need, and when are you going to get together to rehearse, film, and edit this movie?

Your thesis statement needs to be about what MOOD your scene(s) is(are) going to convey (suspense, fear, anger, etc.), and you should decide this with your group members ahead of time. 

Please remember, YOUR essay MUST discuss DIFFERENT aspects of this film than the other members of your group. You are doing a group project, but NOT a group essay. 
