American Literature Honors 
Spring 2012 Final Exam Study Guide

None of this study guide is due as an assignment. Each of these sections provides a list of the terms, plots, and ideas that we have covered this semester. This study guide is for your own review. We will cover the content in these sections during our review week before the exam, but will not specifically review this sheet in class. 

For extra points on the final, I will be holding review sessions before and after school, during which we will go over the “answers” to each of these sections. To earn the points, you must have completed the relevant portion of the study guide on a separate sheet of paper, and be present for the entire half hour session. The dates, times & content for Am Lit Honors are as follows:
Tuesday 5/22, 7:20-7:50: Hemingway
Wednesday, 3:05-3:35: The Great Gatsby
Thursday, 7:20-7:50: The Things They Carried
Tuesday 5/29, 7:20-7:50: Communication

Section One: The Great Gatsby
The questions on this section of the final will consist of character identification, plot recall, and analysis. They will mostly come from your old quizzes/test. 
General Analysis
1. What is the symbolism of: the valley of ashes and the green light at the end of the dock?

2. What is the setting of the book? 

3. What are the themes of the book? 
4. What does F. Scott Fitzgerald seem to be saying about the American Dream?

5. Describe the eyes of Dr. T.J. Eckleburg. What do his eyes represent?

Plot

1. Why does Gatsby throw lavish, wild parties?

2. Why does Tom tell Myrtle that he cannot marry her?

3. Why doesn’t anyone come to Gatsby’s funeral?

4. Tom says that rich people have _____________ that poor people don’t.

5. Describe the confrontation in New York right before the accident.

6. How does Mr. Wilson respond to the death of his wife, and why?

7. Why is Gatsby’s love for Daisy doomed to fail?

8. Why does Nick head back west after Gatsby’s death?
Characters (matching & multiple choice)

1. Who is Jordan? What is her self-described one bad trait? What sport does Jordan play?
2. What is the relationship between Nick and Daisy? Between Nick and Tom?
3. What is Gatsby’s “signature saying”?

4. Who is Myrtle? How does Tom create an alternate life for her?
5. How would you describe Tom (politics, habits, personality)?

6. How does Tom describe Mr. Wilson?

7. How would you describe Daisy (as a mother, a wife, a love, and a friend)?
8. How did Gatsby get to the point in his life when the novel begins? (Who was he originally, how did he earn his money & why, and what were the most formative moments in his life?)

Section Two: Hemingway

Hemingway’s Biography: Please refer to your movie viewing notes, your prior study guide, and your Hemingway test.
1. What did Hemingway do in WWI, and where?
2. What is “The Lost Generation”, and where did they live?

3. What is a hedonist, and how does EH fit this description?

4. Name four things that EH did in his Key West/Cuba years.

5. How was EH as a husband and father?

Hemingway’s Writing Style: Please refer to your movie viewing notes, your prior study guide, and your Hemingway test.

1. What is the “iceberg” style?

2. Describe EH’s typical female characters.

3. How does EH use landscape/setting in his short stories?

4. How does EH’s life factor into his writing? Describe four ways.

5. How does EH use dialogue in his stories?

6. Symbolism is very important in EH’s writing. List a symbol from each of the stories we read.
“Cat in the Rain”: Please refer to your guided reading questions, your prior study guide, and your Hemingway test.

1. What are the names used to refer to the female protagonist? What do these names represent?
2. What does the wife say she wants? What real desire does each of these things represent?
3. How would you characterize the relationship of the American couple?
4. Why does the wife like the concierge?
“In Another Country”: Please refer to your notes, your prior study guide, and your Hemingway test.

1. Why does Harry think he has gotten lazy as a writer?
2. Harry says he never quarrels with this wife. How does he feel about her?
3. What infection does Harry have, and how did he get it?
4. What do Harry’s flashbacks reveal about his thoughts and feelings?
5.  What bothers Harry the most about dying?
“Snows of Kilimanjaro”: Please refer to your guided reading questions, your prior study guide, and your Hemingway test.

1. How do the doctors convince the patients their rehabilitation will work?

2. What happened to the major, and what reasons does he give for why the narrator should never get married?

3. What does the narrator compare the other soldiers to, and why?

4. Why doesn’t the narrator feel like he fits in with the other soldiers?

5. What is the major’s injury? What is the narrator’s injury?
“Hills Like White Elephants”: Please refer to your notes, your prior study guide, and your Hemingway test.

1. How does the man describe the abortion process?
2. Describe how the different elements of the story’s setting are representative of issues in the couple’s relationship.

3. Which words do the man and Jig use to say the opposite of what they feel?

4. To whom does the man compare Jig, and what quality does he think is missing in her?
Section Three: The Things They Carried

Nonfiction Vietnam/Tim O’Brien: Please review your “Vietnam in HD” sheets and our powerpoint notes on Tim O’Brien and Communism 
1. What was the “Truman Doctrine”?
2. What is the policy of “containment”?

3. What are the examples of containment (which countries/conflicts)?
4. What is the Gulf of Tonkin Resolution?

5. What were the main tactics on the part of each side of this war?

6. What is “Search and Destroy”?

7. What is the Ho Chi Minh trail?
8. What is it about the war that “gets” to the soldiers?

9. What is R&R? Describe it for the soldiers in Vietnam.

10. What is metafiction, and how is The Things They Carried an example of this?

11. What are the themes of TTTC? 
Characters in The Things They Carried: be able to match characters to their descriptions

Henry Dobbins

Lieutenant Jimmy Cross

Kiowa

Tim O’Brien

Curt Lemon

Rat Kiley

Martha

Norman Bowker

Ted Lavender

Mitchell Sanders

Elroy

Bobby Jorgenson

Azar
Plot Questions: Please review your quizzes and guided reading questions. Write which story each answer comes from (they are all in order of the book). 
1. How could Lt. Jimmy Cross be compared to Jesus Christ?
2. What was the “heaviest” thing the men carried?

3. Mitchell Sanders often talks about the “moral”. What is the moral to Vietnam?

4. Why do Norman Bowker and Henry Dobbins play checkers?

5. Why does Tim O’Brien object to the war?

6. What does the Rainy River represent for Tim?

7. What does Elroy do for Tim (two important things) and why?

8. Describe how Elroy’s reticence “saves” Tim.

9. What is the point of the complementary stories “Enemies” and “Friends”?

10. From our second quiz, write the quote that best exemplifies the definition of “truth” in war stories.
11. Why did the baby water buffalo suffer?

12. What is a talisman, and what is Henry Dobbins’s talisman?

13. What does Tim O’Brien imagine about the young man he “killed”? 

14. What does Kiowa mean when he refers to the young man as “a good kill”?
15. How can Tim O’Brien say truthfully that he has both killed people and has never killed anyone?

16. Why can’t Norman Bowker talk to anyone at home about what happened in the field?

17. What is the emotion that Norman Bowker cannot shake?

18. What is catharsis, and what activity is cathartic for Tim O’Brien?

19. What happened the second time Tim O’Brien was shot?
20. What kind of revenge did Tim want to get on Jorgenson?

21. How does Azar’s role in Tim’s revenge AND Azar’s final actions (kicking Tim in the head and calling him pathetic) show the contradictory identities of soldiers in a unit?

22. Why don’t the other guys want to help Tim in getting even with Jorgenson?

23. What happened to Rat Kiley, and why are the guys so willing to fabricate a story about him getting shot?
Section Four: Communication 

Communication: Please refer to our powerpoint notes on communication and fallacies, as well as the “quiz” we took on communication and rhetorical appeals. Be able to define and give examples of the following terms.
Rhetoric

Ethos

Pathos

Logos

Communication

Formal communication

Informal communication

Fallacy 

Ad Populum

Post Hoc

Tu Quoque

Red Herrring

Religiosity

Plain Folks

Ad Hominem
Confidence: Please refer to our powerpoint notes from this section. 
How can we increase confidence?
What causes a lack of confidence?
Listening: Please refer to our powerpoint notes from this section. 
What is active listening?

What are the intended message, the conveyed message, and the received message?
What are the barriers to listening?
Nonverbal Communication: Please refer to our powerpoint notes from this section, as well as the nonverbal quiz.
Terms/Examples:

Nonverbal Communication 

Silence

Time

Use of Space

Facial Expression

Body Language

Is writing considered verbal or nonverbal?
Persuasion: Please refer to our powerpoint notes from this section. Be able to define and give examples of the following terms.
Concession

Rebuttal

Credibility

What are the steps to effective persuasion?

What should you avoid doing if you wish to persuade?
MLA Format: This is not a “section” per se, but you will have some questions on MLA citations:

How do you correctly punctuate an in-text citation?

What does MLA stand for?

How does a Works Cited entry for a web page differ from that of a book?

What do you put in the entry if you don’t know the publisher or the author?

Class schedule:
Monday, 5/21: Finish speeches, Fallacy powerpoint
Tuesday, 5/22: go over fallacies; activity identifying fallacies
Wednesday, 5/23: review TTTC: timed trivia game/music
Thursday, 5/24: review Gatsby: ppt jeopardy
Friday, 5/25: review Hemingway: trivial pursuit
Tuesday, 5/29: Year-end reflection. Review communication
