NAME:  ___________________________

American Literature

Mrs. Anzalone
Due Dates:

- Introductory Paragraph with a three point thesis:  Monday, November 23, 2009 (typed in 12 point Times New Roman font and double-spaced)
- Rough Draft:  A completed, five paragraph rough draft that is typed and double spaced in 12 point Times New Roman font is due on Friday, December 4, 2009.

- Final Copy:  A final copy is due to Turnitin.com before class begins on Friday, December 11, 2009.  Students must also bring a typed, double spaced 12 point Times New Roman font copy to class on this day.  Students should bring all of the rough drafts and peer reviews of the paper as well.
***NO PARTS OF THIS ASSIGNMENT WILL BE ACCEPTED LATE!***

I.  Explanation of Assignment:  Choose any theme from first or second quarter and write a definition paper identifying your “definition” of that particular theme while referencing the literature relevant to that topic.  You may define any of the following themes:

A.  Morality:  Examples could be developed from the Puritanism unit (The Crucible, Olaudah Equiano, Jonathan Edwards, Anne Bradstreet)

B. Individuality:  Examples could be developed from Ralph Waldo Emerson and/or Henry David Thoreau

C.  Society:  Examples could be developed from questioning the purpose of society in the puritan era to our present day
D.  Rhetoric:  Examples could be developed from the use of rhetoric by Thomas Paine, Ben Franklin and the Revolution Period

E.  American Dreams or Freedom:  Examples could be developed from A Lesson Before Dying or Olaudah Equiano’s autobiography.
G.  Patriotism:  Examples could be developed from any author specifically Ben Franklin or Thomas Paine.
II. Guidelines

A.  Use relevant, specific examples and include advanced transitions, a proper introduction, an effective conclusion, and unifying logic.  
B.  This essay must be at least five complex paragraphs and must include a three point thesis in the introduction as well as a restatement of the thesis in the conclusion. 

C.  It should be written in third person (No I, me, you, your, mine, ext.), in present tense, and in active voice.

D.  There should be at least one quote or passage from the literature we studied in each body paragraph properly cited in MLA (Modern Language Association) format.  For example:  “Imitation is suicide” (Emerson 282).
E.  Writers are not allowed to use contractions or weak verbs (such as is, get, thing, etc.)
III. Outline Example:
(*Note:  This is only an example.  Your essay does not need to discuss the same theme.)


I. Introduction

A. Attention getter: Provide the traditional definition of your word/theme you chose.  (Example:  Traditionally, patriotism illustrates itself in the act of devoted love, support, and defense of one's country.)
B.  Provide an explanation of the importance of patriotism.

C. Thesis: Write a three point thesis that includes three specific topics to address in the definition of the word.  (Example:  Ideally, patriotism exists when a country exemplifies the ideals of right or wrong, allows freedom of speech, and succeeds as a nation through the just principles of hard work.)  


II. Body 

A. Paragraph One:  Topic sentence to discuss the first thesis point (Example:  Patriotism exists when a country exemplifies the ideals of right or wrong.)
1. Allowing Slavery and finally denouncing it has inhumane (Referencing Olaudah Equiano’s autobiography as an example.)
2. Forming laws based on logic rather than morality (Referencing Thomas Paine as an example)
3.  Cite a quote in MLA format for one of the examples referenced.

4.  Transition to next body paragraph.
B. Paragraph Two:  Topic sentence to discuss the second thesis point (Example:  Patriotism exists when a country allows freedom of speech.)



1. Fighting for Freedom (Referencing Thomas Paine’s The Crisis)
2. Allowing Laws based on Human Dignity (Referencing Ben Franklin’s virtues)
3.  Cite a quote in MLA format for one of the examples referenced.

4.  Transition to next body paragraph.
C. Paragraph Three:  Topic sentence to discuss the third thesis point (Example:  Patriotism exists when a country succeeds as a nation through the just principles of hard work.)


1. Work Ethic (Referencing Walt Whitman)



2. Universal Education (Referencing Thomas Paine)



3. Fighting for our country (Referencing Walt Whitman)



4.  Cite a quote in MLA format for one of the examples referenced.

5.  Transition to conclusion.

III. Conclusion



A. Review of the definition of patriot as protestor, voter, and respectful citizen.


B.  Restatement of Thesis


C. Closing Statement: Return to the introduction's image of a patriot and the 



benefits of being patriotic.
	Point Value

Category
	0-2
	3-4
	5-6
	7-8
	9-10
	Total Points 

	Thesis Statement


	There is no thesis statement.
	The thesis statement is present, but it is not effective.
	There is a thesis statement, but it does not have three complete points.
	There was an attempt to write a clear, three point thesis statement.
	There is an effective three point thesis statement.
	

	Organization
	Text structure is weak.  There are limited to no transitions
	Author attempts to arrange events in a logical sequence, but does not utilize any text structures.
	Author uses some text structures.  Information is arranged in a logical order.
	Author organizes the information using a strict paragraph format, but does not utilize more difficult transitional features.  There is an attempt to write effective topic sentences.
	Organizes the information using appropriate text

structure(s) and advanced transitional statements.  Topic sentences are always present and relevant to three point thesis.


	

	Active Voice and Present Tense
	Student does not write in active voice or present tense.
	--------------------
	Student attempts to write in active voice, but makes multiple errors.  Student attempts to write in present tense.
	--------------------
	Student always writes in active voice and in present tense.
	

	Grammar and Punctuation
	There are over five errors in grammar and punctuation.
	There are five errors in grammar and punctuation.
	There are four errors in grammar and punctuation.
	There are three errors in grammar and punctuation.
	There are less than two errors in grammar and punctuation.
	

	Rough Draft
	Rough Draft was not turned in on time.
	--------------------
	--------------------------
	--------------------
	Both the outline and the rough draft were turned in on time.  The final copy was submitted to Turnitin.com.  (You will lose three points if the essay is not submitted to Turnitin.com on time.)
	

	Evidence, Support and MLA Format
	Limited to no evidence is present.
	Some evidence is present.  There is an attempt to cite the evidence in MLA format.
	There is evidence, but it is not ALWAYS supportive.  MLA format is attempted.
	There is sufficient evidence, but some errors in MLA format.
	There is sufficient evidence, and all evidence is cited in proper MLA format.
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TOTAL:  ___________/60 Points   ________%
