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English 10
A Hope in the Unseen - Research Discussion Project
Directions:  
· Research the questions assigned to your group.  Afterwards, compile a PowerPoint of at least three slides which includes information supporting the answer to your questions.
· The PowerPoint slides must include the citation of where the group researched the information.  You CANNOT use Wikipedia*.  Use only the following websites to aide in your research:
http://www.ed.gov/ (U.S. Department of Education)
http://www.isbe.state.il.us/ (Illinois Department of Education)
http://www.edreform.com/ (The Center for Education Reform)
http://www.hks.harvard.edu/pepg/ (The Program on Education at Harvard University)
http://www.cis.org.au/ (The Center for Independent Studies)
http://www.kipp.org/ (KIPP Charter Schools)
http://www.hcz.org/ (Harlem Children’s Zone)
http://middlekingdomlife.com/guide/chinese-education-system-students-english-teacher.htm (Chinese Education Model)
http://asiasociety.org/education/learning-world/south-korean-education (South Korean Education Model)
A Hope in the Unseen by Ron Suskind
Waiting for Superman directed by Davis Guggenheim
· Create at least three discussion questions that you will use to facilitate a discussion between your group and the rest of the class.  Type your discussion questions on a PowerPoint slide in order to make them visible to the entire class.

*Other websites must be approved by Mrs. Anzalone before citing them.

	
	Good (0)
	Better (2)
	Best (4)
	Exceptional (6)

	The group facilitates a discussion using academic authority and professionalism.  All group members participate in the presentation.
	
	
	
	

	Research is properly cited on PowerPoint slides.  Research is scholarly and does not rely on Wikipedia or nonsensical websites.  Examples from A Hope in the Unseen and Waiting for Superman are included.
	
	
	
	

	The presentation is creative and appealing to the eye.  There are no errors in grammar or punctuation.
	
	
	
	

	The PowerPoint consists of at least three slides (not including an introduction slide).
	
	
	
	

	Individual Grade (as determined by group member’s peer review assessment at the end of the project)  
	
	
	
	

	
TOTAL GRADE:
	
____________ / 30 Points




Group One:
1.  What are some ways to hold teachers more accountable for their actions after receiving tenure?  Which way would be most successful? 
2.  What is free-market/private sector education?  What is its potential downside to public school education?

Group Two:
1.  How feasible is it to restore parental responsibility in education reform, and how much does parental responsibility contribute to the success of a school?
2.  What is merit pay, and how can it help improve schools?  
3.  What is merit pay, and what are its potential downsides?

Group Three:
1.  What are school vouchers, and how can they improve education? 
2.  What are school vouchers, and what are their potential downsides?

Group Four:
1.  What are the proposals for education reform offered by teachers' unions like the National Education Association and the American Federation of Teachers?
2.  What are the most successful features of KIPP charter schools? What can we learn from them?
3.  What are the most successful features of Geoffrey Canada's Harlem Children's Zone? What can we learn from it?

Group Five:
1.  What are some proposals for increasing school funding?  Which ones seem doable?
2.  What are other ways besides standardized tests to measure student success across the country?

Group Six:
1. What are some notable features of education in China?  What can we learn from the Chinese education model?
2. What are some notable features of education in South Korea?  What can we learn from the South Korean education model?



