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Availability: Before school, Period 2, and by appointment 

American Literature 2013-2014
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION: Students taking American Literature make use of literary techniques learned previously and develop a deeper understanding of literary themes while gaining an appreciation of America’s contribution to literature.  Students analyze the form and content of reading selections through class discussion and writing critical essays.  Students also write a research paper and continue mastery of vocabulary skills.

	REQUIRED MATERIALS 
Texts (Texts must be purchased on the iPad)
· A Lesson Before Dying—Ernest Gaines ( Summer Reading)
· The Reader’s Choice: American Literature, Glencoe/McGraw-Hill, 2007
· The Crucible – Arthur Miller (in your textbook)
· Into the Wild- Jon Krakauer 
· The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn – Mark Twain
· The Great Gatsby – F. Scott Fitzgerald
Tools
· iPad device with texts  and apps downloaded
· Spiral notebook 
· Binder
· Pens (blue/black), #2 pencils, highlighter 
· Loose leaf paper 
·  Red pens or another suitable color for grading
· USB drive 



COURSE OBJECTIVES
The student will
· analyze and understand major movements in American Literature – for example: Puritanism, Classicism, Romanticism, and Realism.
· analyze and evaluate representative literary works from the American tradition.
· identify and distinguish distinctive characteristics of several genres in American Literature such as the essay, short story, novel, drama, and poetry.
· recognize and evaluate the distinctive styles of several major American authors.
· analyze and evaluate the figurative language used in selected literary works.
· explain the effects of mood, tone, irony, and other rhetorical devices on a literary work.
· compare thematic relationships between works written at different periods in American Literature.
· analyze and evaluate the moral choices made by characters in American Literature compositions.
· work in writing groups to develop, write, evaluate, and revise one’s own work and the work of other students. 
· review the multi-paragraph essay and write literary analysis essays.      
· produce creative writing in poetry and fiction.
· review the skills required for a research paper and write a major paper during the second semester.
· master specific words used in the literary works read in class.

COURSE EXPECTATIONS 
Course Policies and Procedures 
A. Students will exhibit courtesy and respect towards other students and the teacher at all times. 
B. Regular attendance is expected. 
C. Be in your seat when the bell rings, and stay in your seat until you are dismissed by the teacher. Three unexcused tardies will result in a detention. 
D. Academic honesty is always expected and strictly enforced. 
E. Students are expected to participate actively & appropriately (raise your hand & get permission to speak) in class discussions. Class participation is crucial to your performance in this class. Your ability to respond and contribute to class discussions is an index of your performance as a whole. Conversely, coming to class unprepared is unacceptable and will not be tolerated; students are expected to keep up with their reading at all times. 
F. Writing or drawing on desks and bulletin boards is not permitted.
G. All other school rules and policies will be upheld in this class. 

Be prepared 
A. Bring your iPad to class each day to record assignments. Note: an uncharged or malfunctioning iPad does not excuse the student from classwork or class activities. 
B. Bring the relevant handouts to class 
C. Maintain class folder for handouts, returned work, and a supply of loose-leaf paper. 
D. Maintain orderly and complete notes used for this class only. 
E. Students will be expected to use turnitin.com when they hand in most papers. Please see the English policy below and the handbook for details about this software. 

Homework/Tests/Quizzes/Projects/Papers 
A. Complete assignments on the dates assigned. 
B. The date and content of every test and most quizzes will be announced in advance. 
C. Make-ups must be taken outside of regular class time, and it is the student’s responsibility to make the necessary arrangements upon his or her return to school. 
D. If a student is absent, he/she has the amount of time that he/she was gone to complete missing work. For instance, if a student has an excused absence on a Friday, he/she has Monday to complete work; therefore, all missing work must be in by the end of the day on Tuesday. 
E. The English department’s late work policy is as follows: 
· If you are in the building on the day an assignment is due, you must turn it in to your teacher by the start of class, regardless of whether you attend class or not. 
· Late work will be scored according to the following scale: 
· Up to 1 day late: 25% deduction 
· 1 – 2 days late: 50% deduction 
· More than 2 days late: no credit 
F. Failure to take initiative & complete missing work in a timely manner will result in a grade of zero. 
G. The English Department Turnitin policy is as follows:
· All students must use their Saint Viator email address for Turnitin. No other email addresses will be recognized nor permitted. 
· All major writing assignments, as well as others indicated by the teacher, must be submitted to Turnitin. 
· In order to receive full credit, students must submit a hard copy to the teacher on the due date, and the assignment must also be submitted to the Turnitin website by the time class begins. Failure to complete both steps will result in the assignment being counted as late.
· These late assignments will be graded according to the department’s late policy. 
NOTE FROM THE INSTRUCTOR: Should an extenuating circumstance come up on the day that an assignment is due, see Mrs. Jeanneret before school by 7:50 a.m. in Room 232 or in the English Dept. Office in the Resource Center, and she will evaluate the circumstance & consider granting an extension. If students do not see Mrs. Jeanneret before school, no exceptions will be granted under any circumstances. Emails without a response do not replace seeing Mrs. Jeanneret in person. 


COURSE OUTLINE (Course Outline is subject to change at teacher’s discretion.)
A. Puritanism 
      1.   Cabeza de Vaca/ Bradford
2. Jonathan Edwards
3. Anne Bradstreet
4. The Crucible
B. Age of Reason
1. Olaudah Equiano
2. Ben Franklin
3. Thomas Paine
4. Crevecoeur
5. Phyllis Wheatley
C. Romanticism
      1.	Washington Irving
      2. 	Edgar Allan Poe
3.	Nathaniel Hawthorne
D.  Transcendentalism 
      1.   Ralph Waldo Emerson
2. Henry David Thoreau
3. Henry Wadsworth Longfellow
4. Into the Wild
E. Civil War Era
      1.	Spirituals
      2.	Frederick Douglass
      3.	W.E.B. DuBois
      4.	Ambrose Bierce
      5.	Walt Whitman
5. Emily Dickinson 
F. Realism, Regionalism, and Naturalism
      1. 	Mark Twain
      2.	Huckleberry Finn
3. Kate Chopin, Charlotte Perkins Gilman
4.	Edwin Robinson
5.	Stephen Crane
6.	William Faulkner 
G. Modern Fiction
      1.	Ernest Hemingway
2. F. Scott Fitzgerald
3. The Great Gatsby
4. Robert Frost

CONTACTING MRS. JEANNERET (Parents and students)
Parents: Mrs. Jeanneret is available both by phone and email during normal school hours (7:30-3:30pm). During classes, it is easiest to email her, and she will respond in a timely manner. If you would like to speak by phone, please email her to set up a time.

Students: Mrs. Jeanneret is free before school, during 2nd period, and by appointment. If you need to speak with her, email using your Saint Viator Gmail account her or stop by room 232 or the English Department office. **Students, please copy your parents on ALL emails to Mrs. J!**

Let’s have a great year together!
