President Sends Troops to Little Rock, Federalizes Arkansas National
Guard; Tells Nation He Acted to Avoid An Anarchy

Eisenhower on Air

Says School Defiance Has Gravely Harmed Prestige of U.S.

President Warns of Anarchy Peril
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At 12:22 P.M. today in Newport the President signed a second proclamation. It said first that
yesterday's command had "not been obeyed and willful obstruction of said court orders exists and
threatens to continue."

The proclamation then directed Charles E. Wilson, Secretary of Defense, to take all necessary steps
to enforce the court orders for admission of the Negro children, including the call of any or all
Arkansas Guardsmen under Federal command and the use of the armed forces of the United States.

Later in the afternoon the President flew from Newport to Washington, arriving at the National
Airport at 4:50 o'clock.

He began his broadcast speech with this explanation of the flight:

"I could have spoken from Rhode Island, but | felt that in speaking from the house of Lincoln, of
Jackson and of Wilson, my words would more clearly convey both the sadness I feel in the action |
was compelled to take and the firmness with which | intend to pursue this course. * * *"

It was a firm address, with some language unusually strong for President Eisenhower.
President Traces Dispute

"Under the leadership of demagogic extremists,"” the President said, "disorderly mobs have
deliberately prevented the carrying out of proper orders from a Federal court. Local authorities
have not eliminated that violent opposition."

The President traced the course of the integration dispute in Little Rock. He noted especially that
the Federal Court there had rejected what he called an "abrupt change™ in segregated schooling and
had adopted a "gradual” plan.

"Proper and sensible observance of the law," the President said, “then demanded the respectful
obedience which the nation has a right to expect from all the people. This, unfortunately, has not
been the case at Little Rock.



"Certain misguided persons, many of them imported into Little Rock by agitators, have insisted
upon defying the law and have sought to bring it into disrepute. The orders of the court have thus
been frustrated."

The reference to "imported" members of the mob was seen as a sign that the Federal Bureau of
Investigation had information, obtained through agents in Little Rock, on the organization of
yesterday's violence.

The President tried to make it plain that he had not sought the use of Federal power in Little Rock,
nor welcomed it. Rather he suggested that as Chief Executive he had no choice.

"The President's responsibility is inescapable," he said at one point. At another he said that when
the decrees of a Federal court were obstructed, "the law and the national interest demanded that the
President take action."

"The very basis of our individual rights and freedoms," he said, "is the certainty that the President
and the Executive Branch of Government will support and insure the carrying out of the decisions
of the Federal Courts, even, when necessary with all the means at the President's command.

"Unless the President did so, anarchy would result.
"There would be no security for any except that which each one of us could provide for himself.

"The interest of the nation in the proper fulfiliment of the law's requirements cannot yield to
opposition and demonstrations by some few persons.

"Mob rule cannot be allowed to override the decisions of the courts."

The President appeared fit and vigorous when he stepped into his White House office tonight to
face a battery of news and television cameras.

His face showed the ruddiness of the outdoors exercise he has been enjoying on the golf links.

The President, who wore a gray single-breasted suit with blue shirt and tie, spoke calmly and his
voice, after setting a steady deliberate pace, rose only occasionally as he sought emphasis for
certain words and phrases.

It rose on the word "firmness™ when he spoke of his course in this grave situation, and "mob" when
he referred to the perpetrators of the Little Rock violence, and "agitators™ he said were brought in
from the outside.

At either side on the wall on either side of him as he spoke hung portraits of the four leaders whom
the President had stated he regards as the greatest American heroes--Benjamin Franklin, George
Washington, Abraham Lincoln and Robert E. Lee.

But in his thirteen-minute address tonight, General Eisenhower mentioned only Lincoln.



