American Literature 
Mrs. Jeanneret
AFI Research Paper

Outline Template

Due:  Monday, March 31, 2014
Criteria:

A.  Student must quote or paraphrase five separate sources in the outline.

B. The outline can be written in recognizable phrases EXCEPT all research must be in complete sentences.

C. The outline must be typed in 12 point Times New Roman font.

Insert Title of Essay Here
I.  Introduction
A. Hook your reader’s attention. This can be a quote, a fact, or a question, etc.

B. Announce what the AFI List is.  For example:  Forrest Gump lands at number 71 on the American Film Institute’s List of the 100 best movies of all time.  In 1998, the American Film Institute selected the 100 best American movies of all time and updated the top 100 list in 2007.

C. Announce the title of the film, its main actors, who directed, who wrote the screenplay, and who produced the film.  
D. Provide a brief summary of the film.  
i.  Who are the main characters? 
ii. What is the setting?  
iii. What is the main source of conflict?

E. Announce the three point thesis.
II.  First Body Paragraph 
A. Topic sentence introducing the first thesis point:  
B. Provide an analytical, interpretive evaluation of the point made:  
C. Support the topic sentence point using at least one piece of credible research. (Create more letters as necessary for this outline section.)
D. Include examples from the film and supportive language to fully express, analyze, and explain the topic point. (Create more letters as necessary for this outline section.)
E.   Advanced transitional sentence into the next body paragraph.  
III.  Second Body Paragraph

A. Topic sentence introducing the second thesis point:  

B. Provide an analytical, interpretive evaluation of the point made:  

C. Support the topic sentence point using at least one piece of credible research. (Create more letters as necessary for this outline section.)

D. Include examples from the film and supportive language to fully express, analyze, and explain the topic point. (Create more letters as necessary for this outline section.)

E.   Advanced transitional sentence into the next body paragraph.  

IV.  Third Body Paragraph

A. Topic sentence introducing the third thesis point:  

B. Provide an analytical, interpretive evaluation of the point made:  

C. Support the topic sentence point using at least one piece of credible research. (Create more letters as necessary for this outline section.)

D. Include examples from the film and supportive language to fully express, analyze, and explain the topic point. (Create more letters as necessary for this outline section.)

E.   Advanced transitional sentence into the conclusion.  

IV. Rebuttal/Concession Paragraph

A. Introduce the rebuttal/concession with a word or phrase following by its statement (For example:   Although often argued, ________________.  Admittedly, ____________________)

B. Defeat the opponents counter-arguments through writing three elements:

i.  

ii.

iii.
V.  Conclusion

A.  Restate the thesis in other words. (Do not simply repeat it!)
B.  State other reasons the film should/should not be acknowledged as one of the top 100 films in the AFI.

C.  Explain what readers of the essay should have learned from this research paper.
D.  Provide a clincher sentence to leave the reader thinking.
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