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	Religion-
We have begun our study of Mary during May to celebrate the “Month of Mary.” We kicked off our unit with a special visitor.  Father Brian came to kindergarten to discuss the Rosary and to talk about why Mary is so special in our lives.  We have created beautiful flowers and written prayers to Mary.  We will be displaying the children’s great work in the hallway very soon.  Next week, we will begin to talk about the Holy Rosary and the stories that accompany it.  

	Writing/Language Arts- 
We have been studying CVC words, short vowel sounds, consonant digraphs, and consonant blends in language arts.  So far, we have covered th, sh, ch, wh, fl, bl, cl, gl, tr, br, gr, and cr.    Next week, we will continue to focus on consonant blends, which include: sk, sl, st, and sn, and work with the short /i/ sounds.  We have been incorporating writing into different subject areas over the past few weeks.  The students have responded to the following questions through writing, which include: How can I describe the Earth?, What does adding mean to me?, and What did I learn in math today?  It is going very well, and the students love responding with pictures and words to let us know what they have learned throughout the day.

	Reading- 
This week, we read That Cat Max with the students.  They read Zac the Rat and Max and Tab in small groups to continue our study of the short vowel sound /a/.  Next week, we will be focusing on the short vowel sound /i/.  As a group, we will read The Little Pink Pig.  The students will be working in stations to read The Big Hit and The Tin Man.  The students will also be responding to the stories with pictures and writing.  Please continue to review all of the short vowel sounds at home (a, e, i, o, u) with your child.

	Math-
We have been focusing on addition, what addition means, how to use manipulatives to add numbers together, etc.  Over the last two weeks, we have used M&Ms and Skittles in math.  They have sorted, estimated, counted, graphed, added, and written with both activities.  Next week, we are going to review addition and begin our exploration of subtraction.  Please work on addition facts for numbers 0-10 at home with your child.  

	Science & Social Studies-
In science, we have been exploring the Earth.  We have investigated the four layers of the Earth’s surface, learned to use descriptive words when writing about the Earth, and we made a model of the four layers of the Earth with sand, pebbles, rocks, and soil.  We even planted grass in the soil.  The children loved making the layered cups.  Please encourage your child to put the cup in a sunny spot and to water it just a little bit each day.  In social studies, the students have been learning about symbols of the United States.  They created posters about the USA.  

	
Important Dates To Remember:
· May 8th- Flynn & O’Hara Uniform Fitting (3-6 p.m.)
· May 10th- Spring Concert (MPH 7 p.m.)
· May 11th- Spring Concert (MPH 8:30 a.m.)
· May 24th- Kindergarten Celebration and Reception (9 a.m.)
· May 25th- Sports Day (8 a.m.-12 p.m.)/Noon Dismissal
· May 28th- Memorial Day/No School
· [bookmark: _GoBack]June 1st- Closing Mass 9 a.m./ 11 a.m. Dismissal/Last Day of School

	Important Information for Spring Concert
Our spring concert will be held on Thursday, May 10th and Friday, May 11th.  Please dress your children according to the guidelines printed in Wednesday’s Bridget Bulletin.  Boys should wear long dress pants and collared shirts with dress shoes.  Girls should wear spring dresses (no sleeveless dresses) and dress shoes with a back.  Dresses should be knee-length or longer.  Sandals are okay as long as they are secured on your daughter’s feet (no high heels).

On Thursday evening, you may drop your child off in KB at 6:45 p.m.  We will bring the children to MPH when it is our turn to perform and then we will return to KB.  Please watch the concert in its entirety, and then come to the room to pick up your child(ren).  On Friday, the students will get to see the entire concert starting at 8:30 a.m. Please remember to dress your child in the same or similar clothes as you did on for Thursday evening’s concert.

	Important Information for the Kindergarten Celebration
You should have received a letter in your child’s folder explaining the end of the year kindergarten celebration.  If you have had children in kindergarten in previous years, you are going to notice that it is a new program for this year.  Every child has been given a letter, and he/she has to learn the short line(s) that go along with his/her letter.  We are also asking that each child decorate a white shirt with their assigned letter.  Please refer to the note for directions.  Our celebration is scheduled for May 24th at 9:00 a.m.  Students should be dressed in “church” clothes for the day, and the white shirt should fit over their clothing.  This year should be exciting because the students are also singing three new songs for the celebration. If you have signed up to help with supplies, set up, etc. please make sure to check in with our room mothers, Melanie Davis and Mary Ruth Craig. 

	Sport’s Day on May 25, 2012
Kindergarteners now participate in sport’s day.  Please make sure to send a water bottle with your child on May 25, 2012. Also, students in “B” classrooms, such as KB, are to wear their regular P.E. uniforms with tennis shoes.  The students will participate in outside relays, gym activities, and aerobics.  Therefore, it is very important that they have water bottles that can travel with them from place to place.  Remember to label your child’s water bottle with his/her name.  

	Reminders/Important Notes:
· Early Morning Fitness is over for the reminder of the school year.
· Remember to check the website on a regular basis to make sure that you are up-to-date.  
· We have been reviewing previously learned sight words.  Therefore, you should have all of the words at home.  You will not be receiving new sheets for new words.  If you can’t find your list, please visit the website to get a copy.
· All signed progress reports and assessment packets should be returned to school by Wednesday, May 9th.  Thank you!
· Don’t forget to visit the Library for the Book Fair on Tuesday, May 8th from 2:45-6:00 p.m., Wednesday, May 9th from 1:45-6:00 p.m., or Thursday, May 10th from 2:45-6:00 p.m. 
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