Information – English IV AP

Course objectives:  In this class, you will be expected to:
**Closely read given literary selections in order to critically analyze those selections for theme, tone,

     structure, and style.

**Write and revise critical essays in response to given prompts over poetry, prose, and drama selections.

**Explicate in compositions, oral presentations, and group discussions selected novels, poems, and plays.

**Write documented, evaluative, and expository essays on topics related to literature.

**Develop and practice procedures for answering objective and subjective test items such as those

    appearing on the Advanced Placement Examination in English Literature and Composition.

**Respond directly and efficiently to questions that require a timed essay, organizing quickly and clearly,

    focusing on major points that provide a competent response to the question as asked and developing each

    major point fully.

**Write using mature, sophisticated vocabulary and syntax in correct, standard English. 

Grading:

80% for major papers, projects, and tests

20% for quizzes, daily grades, minor assignments

I know grades and the infamous GPA are important…but remember that this class is the equivalent of a sophomore college English class.  A’s will be difficult to achieve, but not impossible.  F’s are rare, but also not impossible.

The Notebook:
Ringed binder and dividers to keep notes and organize your materials.  This is essential and required. 

                                                               Please no spiral notebooks.  
Notebook organization:   1. Section for calendar, class information (like this information 

sheet), and general AP notes. (I will provide a calendar for each six weeks; you certainly may keep a personal calendar as well), 



            2. Section for Poetry Analysis and other Opening Activities

            3. Section for Vocabulary and Grammar

            4. Section for Specific Literature Notes

            5. Section for Returned/Graded assignments

You will use this notebook constantly in the class.  We will reference notes continually and refer to timed writings and other assignments done throughout the year.  Since we rarely use the textbook, this binder will become your textbook.  I will expect you to have it organized and with you the 2nd day of class.  
Supplies:
Loose-leaf paper, blue/black pens, red pen, yellow highlighter, pencils (only to be used for bubbling), white 4x6 cards, small post it notes will be helpful

Policies:   I am serious about the following: 

**Food and drink (except for water), and gum in the classroom: Don’t want it!  Don’t bring it! It makes a mess!  Eat your breakfast before coming to class.  You have 12 min. passing periods…eat then!

**Cell phones: If I see texting, I will take it.  If it rings, I will take it.  Turn it off!

**Dress code:  Usually I do not notice what you are wearing, but if I am distracted, others will be also.  Gentlemen, shave if you need to, and please leave your hats off in this class.  Ladies, dress showing respect for yourself.  I rarely disrupt class by sending anyone to the office because of dress code, but I can be forced.

**Tardies: this means in your seat and started before the bell.   I count them, write referrals, and 

                                                                                       they will  affect exemptions! 

**Absences:  It is a nightmare to make up what you miss; it will always be more than you ever expect.  Do not expect me to remember everything that was said, done, or assigned during the class you missed.  It’s your absence and your problem to get it made up or studied for.  “But, you didn’t tell me.” will get you nowhere with me.  Being absent on days that tests are scheduled or assignments are due is a fairness issue.  It is not fair to the others in class for absent students to have an extra day.  If a major assignment is due the day you are absent, have the assignment here even if you are not.  You may put it in my box (at your own risk),  or send it with a friend.  Putting it on or under the door is not a good idea since I share the room.  Also, I advise against emailing to me.  If you know you will be absent, get your makeup work before you miss the class.  This especially applies to field trips and extra-curricular activities.  I will not check the lists and check with you.  This is your responsibility.   Also, you will be counted absent if you are not in attendance for any part of the period after the first 10 minute tardy period.  This will count toward your absences for exemptions.  A word of warning: I will keep my own accounting of absences and tardies.  What the office says or what’s on the computer is not what I will go by for exemptions.  If you go on a college visit…I need to see the evidence, and I will count only 2.

**Late work:  I will not accept daily work (minor grades 20%) late.  However, not doing these assignments will negatively affect your grade.  It is to your advantage to do the “easy” work.  Major assignments (80%) will be accepted one day late with a deduction of 30 points and then grading deductions after that. The research paper is an exception to this policy and will not be accepted late.  My feeling about late work is similar to the above about absences.  It is a fairness issue.
**Losing hand-outs that have been passed out to you:  Almost everything we do comes from prepared hand-outs.  This includes notes, poem copies, assignment sheets, etc. Do not lose things that I pass out to you.  I kill enough trees, and it is a hassle to make extra copies. I may decline to replace what you lose.

**Preparedness: Have the assignment done; bring all supplies every day; Bring a good attitude!

**Working hard and applying yourselves accordingly:  Cliff’s, Sparks, Pink Monkey etc.  cannot replace

the novel!  Besides, you’re smarter! And it’s a type of cheating.  Have the good sense not to brag

(especially in the presence of your teacher) about not reading the assigned novel.  

**Neat, complete work:  It’s hard to take pride in something you’re not proud of!  Use INK not pencil

on timed writings and in-class assignments.  Things you do outside of class should be typed using MLA format.
**Whining:   Really unattractive!  Senioritis is unattractive and is simply a rationalization for bad

behavior.  You have chosen this class.  You will still be in school after the AP test.  Expect to continue to work.

**Cheating: You have no idea how much this matters.   There is a big difference between “working together” and simply copying someone else’s work. 

**Disrespectful behavior toward anyone! 

Vital Info: 

Phone:  817-949-5836 

Email:  langfok@cisdmail.com  

Webpage:  http://www.quia.com/pages/langfordap.html
