College Writing (Semester 1) 

Mrs. Lauren Kelliher

Email: LKelliher@saintviator.com

I am only on campus periods 6, 7, and 8 to teach this class, and I teach at another school at other times. 

If you need my assistance outside of class, please make an appointment with me 24 hours in advance. 

I. Course content: Students will experience a variety of writing assignments that are expected of an early college student. Papers will be broken down into smaller processes so students can apply mini-deadlines to larger assignments next year on their own. College writing stresses pre-writing, research, organization, drafting, conventions, and revising. Peer editing is an essential part of the writing process, so students are expected to share and be vigilant of each other’s progress. 

II. Required materials


A. Write for College textbook


B. folder or binder with all handouts


C. notebook/looseleaf with all notes


D. USB flash drive with current work-in-progress


E. completed homework assignment


F. a computer and printer at home for working on assignments 

III. Objectives


A. Students will become aware of their current writing strengths and weaknesses to pinpoint what needs improvement. 


B. Students will adhere to the mini-deadline schedule put in place for each assignment to apply to their own assignments while in college.


C. Students will apply the 6 traits of writing to each assignment. 


D. Students will compose strong introduction and conclusion paragraphs to every assignment. 


E. Students will write a variety of assignments, including comparison/contrast, process analysis, classification, problem/solution, cause/effect, persuasive, argument, etc. 


F. Students will develop their own writing style. 


G. Students will learn responsible research skills and proper MLA and APA citation. 


H. Students will develop an editor’s eye by being vigilant of everyday typos. 

IV. Units (subject to change) 

A. Intro & conclusion


1. Students will focus solely on writing a solid introduction and conclusion paragraph using an outline I prepare.


2. Students will utilize one of the methods discussed in the book and class as an attention getter. 


3. Students will follow the format of starting broad and focusing to the thesis statement in the intro and starting specific in the conclusion, broadening back out, and connecting to the intro. 

B. Style & strength


1. Students will develop their own style and voice in their writing.


2. Students will learn about different styles (AP, MLA, APA).


3. Students will strengthen their writing by selecting strong verbs and eliminating weak ones (is, be, am, are, was, were, been, have, has, had, do, does, did).


4. Students will constantly strive for proficient punctuation and grammar.


5. Students will consciously improve spelling and vocabulary. 

C. Comparison & contrast


1. Students will use venn diagram graphic organizer to brainstorm similarities and differences between two topics of their choice. 


2. Students will outline their strongest ideas.


3. Students will use appropriate and varied transitions within and between paragraphs. 


4. Students will effectively compare and contrast their chosen topics in well-written essay incorporating the 6 traits of writing.


5. Students will take what they learned from writing this essay and apply it to their comparison/contrast essays in college.

D. Cause/effect or problem/solution essay 


1. Students will choose appropriate topics to analyze the cause/effect or problem/solution relationship.


2. Students will gather details using one of the graphic organizers.


3. Students will outline their ideas and transitions before writing.


4. Students will focus their ideas and effectively analyze the cause and effect of their chosen topic.


5. Students will continue to incorporate the 6 traits of writing.

E. Persuasive paper


1. Students will choose the best side of a topic to persuade their points.


2. Students will select information to support their side.


3. Students will organize information in a graphic organizer.


4. Students will outline ideas and transitions in an outline.


5. Students will effectively discuss one side of the topic with the intent to persuade the audience to one side of the topic.

F. Research paper


1. Students will choose an appropriate topic to research.


2. Students will select appropriate and reputable sources.


3. Students will read and understand those sources and select the proper information to incorporate into the paper for support.


4. Students will pre-write and outline.


5. Students will properly organize their points and use appropriate transitions.


6. Students will use the sources to support their ideas.


7. Students will correctly incorporate and cite the sources.


8. Students will correctly compile the works cited list.

V. Classroom policies and procedures



A. Because we rely on these computers to work, no food, drinks, gum, candy, etc. will be allowed in class. If you need water, ask to go to the drinking fountain. 


B. The computers are for word processing only. No games or Internet access before, during or after class. Ever. 


C. If your cell phone appears, I will confiscate it and issue a detention. 


D. Disrespect, dishonesty, and general inappropriate behavior will not be tolerated.


E. Be in the room when the bell rings. Three unexcused tardies will earn you a level 1 detention.  


F. If you forget your assignment, book, USB drive, etc, in your locker, you may retrieve it for full credit if you get a late pass to class. 


G. DO NOT have your USB drive be the ONLY place you save your work in progress. If you lose it (even the day before the final draft is due), you are out of luck and need to start over. Save your work on your home computer too. Do not be careless about your flash drive. 

VI. English Department late work policy (applies to ALL assignments)


A. If you are in the building on the day an assignment is due, you must turn it in to your teacher by the start of class, regardless of whether you attend class or not. Since my time on campus is limited, give it to the main office to put in my mail box. If you leave school early/come to school late/miss class, your assignment is still due.  


B. Late work will be scored according to the following scale:



Up to 1 day late: 25% deduction



2 days late: 50% deduction



More than 2 days late: no credit


C. It is YOUR responsibility to remember to turn in late assignments. I will not chase you down and remind you. 

VII. Turn it in


Please read the school's statement regarding Turn It In (www.turnitin.com) on page 15 of the student handbook. We will use it in this class. 

VIII. Reminder on school policy


A. If you miss the entire day of school, already assigned homework is due the day you return. Homework given the day you missed will be due the following day. Look at my website for any missed handouts or assignments. 


B. If you have an unexcused absence, you will receive a zero on all assignments that day and cannot make up the points.


C. Since all retreats, meetings, field trips, vacations, appointments are planned in advance, you must turn in all assignments before you leave for a scheduled absence.


D. “My printer doesn’t work” and “my flash drive won’t work” are the new “my dog ate it” excuses.  If your printer or USB drive is not working, email the assignment to me before class for full credit. LKelliher@saintviator.com. Copy and paste the text into the body of the email AND send it as an attachment. Do not only do one. Any assignment handed in after the beginning of class bell will be late.


E. To prepare you for next year, I will run this class like a college course with college deadline expectations. If you are aware of a major deadline, and you miss the class before the final draft of a paper is due, it is still expected on the original due date. 


F. If you are absent/miss class the day a FINAL draft is due, you MUST email it to be BEFORE class begins! 


G. Cheating of any kind will not be tolerated. Cheating includes (but is not limited to) copying homework, borrowing an assignment from another student (past or present) to hand in as your own, copying and pasting words from the Internet, etc. 


H. Plagiarism includes not giving credit to someone else’s ideas (word for word or paraphrased), using the thesaurus to change a few words as a weak attempt at paraphrasing, or anything else that is not honest composition.


I. If you can find it on the Internet to copy and paste into your paper, I can find it too! . . . and I have.


J. If you cheat in college, you will be dropped from the class and possibly kicked out of the school. Do not even think about doing it here.

Reminders on school policy regarding expected behavior are in the student handbook. 


Page 14-15: Academic dishonesty


Page 24: Computer/Internet policy 


Page 38: Use of computer labs

IX. Extra credit. 

I offer ongoing extra credit to help you develop an editor’s eye. Bring in a newspaper, magazine, handout from another class, or other legitimate published material with a spelling, punctuation, or grammatical error, and you will receive one extra credit point toward the overall points per quarter. One point per student per week. Only one student per class can receive credit for a given mistake. If you take advantage of this opportunity, you will lose it. Text messages, social networking posts, handwritten informal notes, and other such “communication” don’t count. And don’t type “typos” into google and bring in photos of other people’s discoveries. You must be the original finder of the typo. Typos are nontransferable. Do not break school, city, county, state, or national laws to obtain proof of a typo. If it’s on a test in another class, you are out of luck. If you see it while driving, do not take a photo. Use common sense for this. It’s only one point. Although those points can add up over the course of the semester, don’t do something stupid to get one point. 
