World Literature I (Semester 1) 

Mrs. Lauren Kelliher

Email: LKelliher@saintviator.com

I am only on campus periods 6, 7, and 8 to teach this class, and I teach at another school at other times. 

If you need my assistance outside of class, please make an appointment with me 24 hours in advance. 

I. Course content: Students will be exposed to a variety of literary genres from different times and all parts of the world. In order to fully appreciate the entire spectrum of literature, students should be exposed to the foundations of each culture’s literary history. Beginning with Oedipus Rex, the students will take a literary journey that transcends time and location. 

II. Required materials


A. Summer reading: All Quiet on the Western Front, by Erich Maria Remarque


B. World Literature textbook


C. folder or binder with all handouts


D. notebook with all notes


E. completed homework assignment


F. an open mind

III. Objectives


A. Students will read literary works from a variety of time periods, countries of origin, themes, genres, etc.


B. Students will apply their experiences to the works in class to draw connections to the themes. 


C. Students will apply real-life events (i.e., newspaper articles, current events, historical events) to the literature to draw parallels and connections. 


D. Students will compose short and long written responses to analytical questions about the literature, events, and their own experiences. 


E. Students will incorporate textual evidence for support.  


F. Students will follow archetypes and motifs to explore how one work often influences another.  

IV. Units


A. All Quiet on the Western Front



1. German literature (with British translation)



2. loss of innocence



3. themes in war



4. point of view



5. character development


B. Ancient Greece



1. Oedipus Rex


2. knowledge vs ignorance



3. fate vs free will



4. private vs public life



6. archetype of the tragic hero

C. Chinese and Japanese literature



1. haiku, tanka, detail, focus



2. zen parables compare to Bible parables



3. Taoist writing compares to Bible, Ecclesiastes, creation



5. more modern Asian literature 


D. Indian literature



1. Hinduism



2. parables



3. literature vs history 



4. literature vs religion


E. African & Middle-Eastern literature



1. parables and life lessons



2. proverbs and connections to “our” parables



3. oral tradition and how stories change



4. anecdotes of Saadi and parallels to Bible anecdotes



5. Koran


6. Rubaiyat of Omar Khayyam



7. The Kite Runner

V. Classroom policies and procedures



A. Because we rely on these computers to work, I cannot allow food, drinks, gum, candy, etc. in class. 


B. The computers are for word processing only. No games or Internet access before, during or after class. 


C. If your cell phone appears, I will confiscate it and issue a detention.


D. Disrespect, dishonesty, and general inappropriate behavior will not be tolerated. 

VI. English Department late work policy (applies to ALL assignments)


A. If you are in the building on the day an assignment is due, you must turn it in to your teacher by the start of class, regardless of whether you attend class or not.


B. Late work will be scored according to the following scale:

· Up to 1 day late: 25% deduction

· 2 days late: 50% deduction

· More than 2 days late: no credit

VII. Reminder on school policy


A. If you miss the entire day of school, already assigned homework is due the day you return. Homework given the day you missed will be due the following day. 


B. If you have an unexcused absence, you will receive a zero on all assignments that day and cannot make up the points.


C. Since all retreats, meetings, field trips, vacations, appointments are planned in advance, you must get all assignments before you leave for a scheduled absence.


D. “My printer doesn’t work” and “my flash drive won’t work” are the new “my dog ate it” excuses.  If your printer or USB drive is not working, email the assignment to me before class for full credit. LKelliher@saintviator.com. Any assignment handed in after the beginning of class bell will be late.


E. To prepare you for next year, I will run this class like a college course with college deadline expectations. If you are aware of a major deadline, and you miss the class before the final draft of a paper is due, it is still expected on the original due date. 


F. Cheating of any kind will not be tolerated. Cheating includes (but is not limited to) copying homework, borrowing an assignment from another student (past or present) to hand in as your own, copying and pasting words from the Internet, etc. 


G. Plagiarism includes not giving credit to someone else’s ideas (word for word or paraphrased), using the thesaurus to change a few words as a weak attempt at paraphrasing, or anything else that is not honest composition.


H. If you can find it on the Internet to copy and paste into your paper, I can find it too! …and I have.


I. If you cheat in college, you will be dropped from the class and possibly kicked out of the school. Do not even think about doing it here.
