MRS. HIBLER’S INFORMATION AND POLICIES – CHEMISTRY

My Philosophy

The classroom is a place to learn and have fun at the same time.  It is important to keep a positive attitude and to keep trying.  Chemistry can be a difficult and fast paced subject.   Be patient and maintain a sense of humor.  The learning process is a joint effort between parents, students and teachers.  Please read through the following list of expectations.


Parents

· Ensure that your child is well rested and fed when they arrive to class each day.

· Ask your child about the course and review their notebook regularly.

· Provide a quiet place for your child to do their 20 – 30 minutes of homework each day.

· Please do not allow your child to be tardy or absent from class unless absolutely necessary.

Student

· Be engaged in class each day.

· Be prepared for class each day with notebook, paper, pencil, calculator and completed homework.

· Seek help as soon as you start to have difficulty.

· DO NOT GIVE UP!!

Teacher

· Prepare a creative lesson for each day with many hands-on activities.

· Cover all of the curriculum while exposing students to the world of chemistry.

· Be available at 7:00 each morning and from 2:30 – 3:30 on Monday and Thursday.

· Treat each child with respect.

Class Rules

Students are expected to follow all WCPSS and Athens Drive High School rules and policies.  Please pay special attention to the honor code.  Simply put, I expect students to be respectful of themselves and each other and to be responsible for their learning and behavior.  In addition, we must all follow the lab safety rules outlined in the safety contract.

Course Supplies

· 3 ring binder and 2 dividers labeled as lab notebook and class notes.

· Paper, pencils, pens, erasers and a highlighter

· 3 x 5 index cards

· SCIENTIFIC CALCULATOR (EE or EXP and log keys)

· 3 hole punch 

General Information

· There is a state mandated End Of Course (EOC) exam for Chemistry.   The End Of Course exam is 25% of the final grade.  This test is based on the curriculum guide for North Carolina found at http://www.ncpublicschools.org/curriculum/science/Chemistry
· Report cards are issued every nine weeks at the end of the quarter.  The quarter ends on 10/31/08. 

· Interims will be sent home the week of 9/22/08 and 12/8/08.
· EOC’s are currently scheduled for 1/20-1/23.  
· If you or your parents have any concerns during the year, you can email me at lbhibler@wcpss.net or you can call the school office and leave a message.

· In order to perform to the best of your ability, please get plenty of sleep, attend class every day and keep up with your homework.  The Chemistry curriculum builds on prior knowledge, so it is important to keep up with the class work and the homework.

· The Fall Open House is scheduled for September 11 at 6:00 pm.  I look forward to meeting you there.

Other Information

· Attendance is critical!!  You MUST be in class, you MUST do the homework and you MUST participate in the classroom experience in order to be successful.

· Homework is assigned each day in order to give you practice with the material covered in class and to prepare you for tests and quizzes.  I rarely collect or grade homework, but you can expect frequent homework quizzes.  Homework is reviewed at the beginning of each class.  This is the time to ask questions about any part of the homework you did not understand.  If you do not have your completed homework, you cannot fully benefit from this portion of the class.

· If you miss class for any reason, it is your responsibility to find out what you missed.  See me before school the day you return to school.  Please do not ask for your work during class.  It is not fair to the rest of the class for you to take up class time to find out what you have missed.  Make up tests either before school at 7:00 am, after school at 2:30 pm or during Smart Lunch.  If you miss a test, you have 2 days to make it up.  Make up labs either before school at 7:00 am or during next available Smart Lunch (first half of lunch Monday or Friday) or you will earn a zero.

· If you are ill and will be absent for more than 1 day, please email me at lbhibler@wcpss.net so we can arrange for you to get your missed work.

· Grades are determined use a point system, which means that every assignment is worth a certain number of points.  When you receive a graded paper you will find the number of points you earned over the number of points possible.  Record this information on your assignment sheet.  You can calculate your current grade by simply adding together the total number of points earned and dividing by the total number of points possible and multiplying by 100. 

Avoid the following during class:  Playing calculator games, writing notes, doing homework for another class, looking at photos, being tardy, talking during instruction, sleeping, copying other student’s work, being disrespectful to me or your peers.

Lisa Hibler

