Sample History Sec 2 EYE 2010 practice paper answer – 
27. How did Singapore achieve Independence? [20m]

a. 
State the issues affecting the merger.





[4m]
	Issue
	Singapore’s stand
	Malaya’s stand
	Compromise reached

	1. Common Market

Definition: Goods could be bought and sold freely without taxes within the Federation 


	· For the idea of Common Market

· Trade would increase with Common Market

· Industries would grow and jobs created due to increase in trade

· Wanted common market established before merger


	· Against the idea of Common Market

· Malayan goods would face competition 

 from Singapore

· Industries and factories in Malaya would be affected

· Wanted common market established after merger


	Malaya agreed to:

· establish common market gradually

Singapore agreed to:

· contribute 40% instead of agreed 39% of

yearly revenue to Kuala Lumpur

Both agreed:

- 
KL would grant pioneer cert.



	2. The Borneo Loan

 Definition: Money for the development
 of Sabah and Sarawak


	· 
needed the money for its own development

·  
willing to give loan of M$50 million


	- 
Singapore to contribute M$50 million as gift


	· Singapore to loan M$150 million

·  loan to be repaid over 15 years

·  no interest for first M$100 million

·  50% of labour from Singapore




3. Constitutional Matters

Singapore to:

· gain 15 seats in Malaysian Federal Parliament instead of the entitled 24 seats

· in return, Singapore gained control over its own  labour policy (to check on communist better)  and education policies (as KL’s education policies were pro-Malay)

4. Citizenship
Singapore citizens
·  retain Singapore citizenship

·  become nationals of Malaysia 


- cannot vote in Malaysia’s election


- ensure Chinese in Singapore would not upset Malay’s control in 

  

             Malaysia 

Malaysia citizens
·  not allowed to vote in Singapore's election

Political Parties 
·  parties from both sides can take part in elections on both sides

-     candidates must be citizens of territory 

5. Malay Rights

· Special rights of Malays not extended to Malays in  Singapore

· Malays in Singapore recognised as indigenous  inhabitants

· Free education for Singapore Malays up to university

- 
Help to improve economic and social position

b. 
Explain why Singapore decided to merge with Malaya.


[6m]
Economic Reasons

Need for a hinterland

· Singapore was moving away from entrepot trade to manufacturing in the 1960s

· It thus needed adequate supply of raw materials

· With merger, Singapore would be able to use Malaya as a hinterland where raw materials could be bought from, leading to an undisturbed supply of raw materials.

Need for a common market

· With its independence in 1957, Malaya had imposed tariffs on Singapore

· Singapore relied on trade and manufacturing for survival

· With merger Singapore wanted to establish a common market where goods could be bought and sold freely without taxes

· This would increase trade in Singapore and create more jobs for the people

Political reasons

Desire for independence

· British were unwilling to grant independence to Singapore

· They were not confident of Singapore’s economic survival

· They were concerned of the communist threat in Singapore

· With merger, the British would be more willing to let Singapore off as Malaya with its raw materials and economic development would ensure Singapore remained economically vibrant

· With merger, as Malaya was anti-communists, the communist threat in Singapore would also be checked and brought under control.

c.   
“The differences between the Alliance and the PAP was the main reason for 
the separation of Singapore from Malaya in 1965”. Do you agree?  
Explain your answer.







[10m]
	Issue
	What happened
	How it led to separation

	Political Reasons



	1963 Election in Singapore
	· UMNO, MCA and MIC formed Singapore Alliance (SA) to take part in election

· PAP refused Tunku’s proposal of PAP not competing in same constituencies as SA


Tunku personally came to Singapore to support SA

· SA lost all the seats in the election
· also lost 3 Malay majority areas

· signal that Singapore Malays not for communal politics

· Tunku promised to give more attention to SA in  next election 


	· UMNO’s participation in Singapre’s general election strained relations between UMNO and PAP. This lead to more misunderstanding, leading to Tunku calling for separation.



	1964 Election
	· PAP sent 17 candidates

· Alliance saw PAP as a challenge to its supremacy
· Alliance unhappy over PAP’s criticism of MCA as poor representative of urban Chinese in Malaysia
· In return, UMNO pledged its support for MCA
· PAP only won 1 vote in Bungsar constituency
· UMNO stepped up its criticism of PAP

	· This further strained relations as both parties lost confidence and trust on each other. Separation was thus seen as a good alternative.



	Social Reasons

	PAP’s Programmes
	· Some UMNO leaders portrayed PAP’s resettlement  and redevelopment programmes as anti-Malay; of the 2,500 families affected, only 200 were Malay

· anti-PAP campaign was carried out in Utusan 

    Melayu, a Malay daily   

    newspaper printed in     

     Jawi scripts
· PAP planned meeting with Malays on 19 July 1964
· UMNO organised a meeting on 12 July 1964 – Syed Ja’afar Albar, UMNO’s Secretary General, made a fiery speech calling for arrest of PM of Singapore

	· This strained relations, as some Malays in Singapore believed the anti-PAP views, leading to tension in Singapore.  On the other hand, it also showed that Malaya was also not in favour of some of the programmes by Singapore. Separation thus became inevitable. 


	Race Riots
	· 21 July 1964, over 20,000 Malays and Muslims gathered

    to celebrate birthday of      

    Prophet Muhammad

· leaflets calling Malays to destroy PAP distributed
· near Kallang, clash between a Chinese policeman and

    group of Malays started the  

    riots
· Singapore under curfew
· 23 died and 454 injured

· another riot in September 1964 (13 killed and 106 injured)


	· the riot showed that with continued merger, there could be further bloodshed and tension. The only solution then would be to separate.



	‘Malaysian Malaysia’
	· Started by Malaysian Solidarity Convention (formed by PAP to create united opposition to communal-based Alliance)

· all Malaysians, regardless of race, language or religion, to be given equal opportunities
· UMNO saw this as attack on Malay rights and privileges
· demanded arrest of Lee Kuan Yew

	· The Malaysia Malaysia and the call for the arrest of Lee Kuan Yew further aggravated relations. Separation was thus a feasible solution.


	Economic Reasons

	Issue of Pioneer Certificates
	· Singapore felt that KL was reluctant to grant pioneer certificates to new industries in Singapore

· 1963 to 1965: only 2 of 69 applications approved
· KL however, wanted to spread new industries throughout Malaysia and not just Singapore and KL

	· As more pioneer certificates were issued to other states, Singapore would lack behind the other states if it remained merged with Malaysia. With separation, Singapore would be able to decide on its own on the issue of pioneer certificates.


	Common Market
	· KL not keen to set up Common Market, although agreed to do so

· Singapore goods to Malaysia taxed highly
· This discouraged investors from setting up factories in Singapore

· attractive financial packages to set up business in Peninsula

	· As no common market was established, it did not make a difference on whether Singapore was part of Malaysia or not. Thus it was logical to separate and be independent of any external influence.


	Singapore’s Contribution
	· Malaysian Financial Minister wanted Singapore’s contribution to increase from 40% to 60%

· this was to pay for cost of dealing with the  Indonesian Confrontation

· Singapore refused as it would cripple Singapore’s economy

	· This strained relations as UMNO would not be able to introduce policies well if the various states refuse to its proposals. It was thus seen more practical to separate.


	Bank of China
	· KL proposed closing of Bank of China in Singapore

· KL felt that funds were sent from bank to communists in northern Malaya
· Singapore was not for it as the bank played an important role in Singapore-China trade; Chinese goods were affordable for Singaporeans

	· This strained relations as UNMO felt that with such move, communism would rise again. UMNO thus felt that separation would be a better solution to keep communism away from Malaysia.
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