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Chp 9: How did Singapore achieve independence?


Why Singapore wanted to merge with Malaya?





Political Reasons





Economic Reasons





Need for a hinterland


Singapore was moving away from entrepot trade to manufacturing in the 1960s


It thus needed adequate supply of raw materials


With merger, Singapore would be able to use Malaya as a hinterland where raw materials could be bought from, leading to an undisturbed supply of raw materials.





Need for a common market


With its independence in 1957, Malaya had imposed tariffs on Singapore


Singapore relied on trade and manufacturing for survival


With merger Singapore wanted to establish a common market where goods could be bought and sold freely without taxes


This would increase trade in Singapore and create more jobs for the people














Desire for independence


British were unwilling to grant independence to Singapore


They were not confident of Singapore’s economic survival


They were concerned of the communist threat in Singapore


With merger, the British would be more willing to let Singapore off as Malaya with its raw materials and economic development would ensure Singapore remained economically vibrant


With merger, as Malaya was anti-communists, the communist threat in Singapore would also be checked and brought under control.
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