St. Bridget School

Class Policies and Procedures 2009-2010

Language Arts 7

Mrs. Dingus 

ldingus@saintbridget.org
Objective:
Students will develop and/or continue their love for reading.

Students will utilize the English language more proficiently and will recognize its use as an important tool for communication.



Students will become more accomplished writers, speakers, and readers.

Overview:
The following areas will be examined throughout the year:

· Improving basic grammar and usage skills

· Building vocabulary skills (Quizzes are planned for Wednesdays)

· The Writing Process (includes a two page research paper, essays, poetry, articles and letters – writing portfolios will be utilized)

· Reading various literary selections and building comprehension skills

· Analyzing literary elements

Themes:
The following themes will be discussed and analyzed:

· Courage

· Self-sacrifice

· Self-awakenings

· Love
· Choices

· Friendship

Texts:

The following texts will be needed for class:

· Elements of Literature

· Voyages in English

· Vocabulary Workshop

· Selected class novels and novels for independent reading
Materials:
The following materials will be needed for class:

· 3 ring binder

· loose-leaf paper

· tab dividers

· highlighters (two different colors)

· black/blue/ red pens

· flash drive (for research paper and projects)

· index cards

· agenda

· accordion file folder (cardboard, 8 ½  X 11 inches)
Grading:

· 40% Tests/Projects/Formal Writing Assignments 
· 30% Quizzes

· 20% Class work/Homework/Reading Logs

· 10% Class Preparation/Behavior 
(Twenty-five (25) points will be given weekly for participation and behavior. If a student is not

prepared for class, chooses not to follow the class rules or is tardy, 5 points will be deducted per a day. Daily points may not be regained once they are deducted.)
Reading:
Students will be responsible to read at least 100 minutes per week.  This is equivalent to approximately 20 minutes per day for a total or five (5) days per week.  Completed reading logs with parent signature will be due on Fridays.  Ten points will be deducted for each day late.
Late Assignments:
All assignments are expected to be turned in on time.  Each day that an assignment is late, the final grade will be lowered by five (5) points.  Five (5) points will also be deducted from papers missing student’s name and proper heading. It is very important that students take responsibility for their assignments.

Homework:

Homework is essential to student learning.  Homework assignments must be completed neatly and turned in on time.  It is the responsibility of the student to copy the assignments correctly.   Homework will be part of your child’s grade.  It is the responsibility of the student to have tests and quizzes signed by his/her parents and returned the next day.

Absentee work:
If you are absent from school, please see me regarding missed assignments.  Failure to make up the work will result in a grade of zero.     On the day the student returns, he/she should be prepared to take any missed tests or quizzes unless other arrangements were made in advance.  In the event of the cancellation of school due to weather or any emergency, test/quizzes will be given on the first day that we return to school, and assignments will also be due on the first day back.
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

After reviewing the class policies and procedures with your child, please sign, cut out, and return this section.

Student’s Name: _________________________ (print) Student’s Signature ______________________
Parent’s Signature: _______________________________________________________________
And now let us welcome the new year full of things that have never been.
-Rainer Maria Rilke
