Classroom Policies and Procedures
Mrs. Dingus and Ms. Jennings
Fourth Grade 2011-2012

Dear Parents,
We welcome you to the Fourth Grade.  With parents, teachers, and students working together we are anticipating a very successful year.  The Fourth Grade curriculum promises to be both interesting and challenging.
Religion Education is a process and shared journey.  Who we are is treasured deeply by God and should certainly be valued by ourselves.  By coming to know this we can appreciate and respect ourselves and consequently appreciate and respect others.
Our goal this year is for the students to study, discover, and understand the true meaning of community.  Our communities are our Church, Family, and School.  If we see ourselves as an important part of all these communities we can begin to live more fully the desire of Christ; “Love the Lord your God with your whole heart and soul and your neighbor as yourself.”
The primary value permeating this curriculum is that God values every person.  We provide an environment where each child has opportunities to develop a sense of self-worth and his or her unique gifts as a child of God.
Language Arts includes Reading, English, Spelling, and Writing.  Extensive vocabulary work and comprehension exercises will be an important part of the daily reading assignments at school.  Reading involves time at home as well as at school.  We will have a book report approximately every eight weeks.  Please encourage your child to have a library book with him/her at home and school.
Using the Six Traits of Writing, we will continue to improve our proficiency in writing skills.  The traits are ideas, organization, voice, word choice, sentence fluency, and conventions.  We encourage you to use these terms at home when helping your child edit an assignment.  There will also be instruction in researching and note-taking techniques, which will culminate in the writing of a few short research papers throughout the year.
Spelling and word study is an integral part of the Fourth Grade Language Arts program.  Emphasis will be placed on correct spelling for all assignments.  Spelling/word study tests will be given each Wednesday.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Participating in Mathematics activities should lead to knowledge that enables a student to develop his or her ability to reason creatively, think logically, and gain confidence in decision-making and problem solving.  Mastery of all math facts (addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division) is essential to success in the math program.
Virginia History will be an important part of our Fourth Grade curriculum.  The students will learn about the settling of Virginia through the Revolutionary War.  Our trip to Jamestown will culminate our studies.
Science will be introduced in a fun and creative way in order to spark the interest of the student.  Each unit will consist of a variety of hands on activities including experiments.
Homework will be assigned daily during the week.  It is the responsibility of the student to copy the assignments correctly.  Feel free to use the daily assignment pad as a place to communicate with the teacher.  Please see the attached paper for more details involving our homework policy.
The fourth grade does have a daily snack.  Each child may bring in a healthy snack to eat mid-morning.  Please encourage your child to eat a well-balanced breakfast as well.
Please encourage your child to stay organized and to keep up with his/her daily assignments in an effort to be better prepared.
Parent Volunteers are very important to us.  Parents will assist students with various academic activities.  For example, we may want you to guide a small group of future authors through the writing process or simply play a math game with four or five children.  It is always a special treat for the kids to have a parent visit.
We look forward to working with your child and you this year.  If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to make an appointment to see us or contact us through email.  Thank you for all your help and support from home!
							Sincerely,

							Mrs. Linda Dingus

							Ms. Karen Jennings
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