Guidelines for Writing an Essay

1.  Read and analyze the Prompt.

· What is it asking?

· What is the topic or subject?

2.  Think of topics or ideas that you know enough to write 5 paragraphs.

· Do not limit yourself to only one idea.  Think of two or three.  After listing what you know about it, select the one for which you have the most information.

· For each idea, write two thesis statements.  Each statement should be worded differently.  Use one statement in the first paragraph and the other one in the last paragraph.

· Write three details for each topic.  Each detail will be a paragraph.

· For each detail, write three facts or points.  Those points will be your sentences for each detail. 

3.  Your first paragraph should state each detail before you write your thesis statement.  Think of it as marking a trail leading to your destination.  

4.  Write each of the three paragraphs.  The second paragraph will have detail 1 with a sentence about each fact.  You can have additional information if you have it.  The third paragraph will be the second detail with facts, and the fourth paragraph will be the third detail with facts.  

5. For your closing paragraph, write each detail again and close with the second thesis statement.  Add a zinger or an additional “wow” statement about your topic.
1.  Topic____________________________________

2. First Thesis Statement ________________________________

  Second Thesis Statement________________________________

3. First Detail __________________________________________

1. Fact___________________________________________

2. Fact___________________________________________

3. Fact____________________________________________

4. Second Detail __________________________________________

1. Fact___________________________________________

2. Fact___________________________________________

3. Fact____________________________________________

5. Third Detail __________________________________________

1. Fact___________________________________________

2. Fact___________________________________________

3. Fact____________________________________________

