2010 VIE HOST FAMILY EVALUATION FORM

Illinois (Zinnecker)
HOST FAMILY NAME:  

Greenberg

LOCATION:  



Naperville, IL

FRENCH STUDENT’S NAME:  
Louis Radanne

1. How well do you think the French student was matched to your family?

Even though our decision to take a French student was almost last minute, our family was fortunate that we had our choice of the 4 boys.  I purposely picked Louis because he said he was not that into sports (which our family is also not) and that he especially enjoyed art, museums and cinema – and reading.  His interests meshed well with our family, and he enjoyed reading my son’s manga (graphic novels) with a French/English dictionary at hand.

2. Was the length of stay too long, too short or just right?  

I think for a trip like this, somewhere between two and three weeks is about right.  One week would not be enough time, certainly.  I felt there were still things I wished we had time to show Louis, but the length of time allowed for three weekends, which for some families I heard were the only times they could get into the city.  Since I am at home, we had more flexibility and were able to visit Chicago several times.

3. Do you feel that the French student adapted to your family easily?  Was he or she adequately prepared for the stay (i.e. language ability, attitude, budgeting)?

Louis was honest on his application that even though he had studied English for 5 years, he felt it was only fair.  His English, and especially his understanding of spoken English improved dramatically over the three weeks.  The first night he arrived, after such a long flight and with delays at the airport, he was extremely quiet at dinner.  He spoke so little, and had misunderstood my email that my son Josh was away for a few days, that I initially despaired at how we would communicate.  I wrote him a schedule for the upcoming week and a note that I used Google Translate to translate into French for the next morning.  He was much better after a night’s sleep, and we rapidly found ways to make each other understood.  I was glad that I had been warned that it would take him time to adjust.
I think partially, Louis is just naturally a more reserved quiet person than perhaps some of the other students.  I would try to engage him in conversations about his home and France, and he would answer in one sentence, but not really try to elaborate.  
Louis brought us several food items from home, which was wonderful (especially the crepes!).  He also brought a chocolate cake recipe, and the bar of chocolate to make it.  That was a wonderful experience both his translating the recipe to English, and him learning that we use cups and volume measurements and not weights.

Louis brought about $400 and used much of it to buy souvenirs for family and friends.  I had told him at the beginning that I would pay for everything else.  It would have been a challenge for him if he had had to pay for excursions and snacks on top of meals.  It was no hardship for our family to be generous and pay for his admissions to Great America and so on, and we used family memberships to the zoo and museums.  I think it might be a difficult for some other families, however, for a three week period.

4. How well did your family adapt to having a French student in your home?  

I think we all adapted very well.  We gave Louis my youngest son’s bedroom, as he was away at camp for part of Louis’ visit.  I think Louis having his own private space helped quite a bit.  

5. Did you make any significant changes in your family life during the student’s stay with you?

Yes.  I used Louis’ visit as a sort of “staycation” for our family.  My kids had never been to Great America, for example, and I had never taken the architectural boat tour in Chicago.  So, we used it as an opportunity to do all those touristy things in our own home town that we somehow never get around to doing each summer.  

I also dramatically curtailed my volunteer work hours at the campaign office where I’ve been working this past year.  It was not a hardship, but I would have felt guilty about leaving Louis at home.  With my schedule more flexible, we were able to do many outings during the week, but also tried to have some relaxing days at home, too, though, or just went to the movies some days.

6. Did you encounter any specific difficulties?  If so, what do you think was the probable cause?

Really, I think we were lucky to have Louis as our student.  He was quiet and polite, and helpful with chores without asking (like emptying the dishwasher when he saw my boys doing it).

The only difficulty was the initial one when he first arrived that I spoke about above where he was so quiet that I was worried about communicating with him.  

We never had any kind of discipline problem whatsoever.

7. Did you have enough contact with the host program coordinator before and during the stay?  If you had difficulties….

Yes, and we had no issues for her to deal with.

8. Was the contact from the French chaperone appropriate for your student and your family?  Yes, and I was relieved to overheard Louis answer “Tres bien!”

9. Did the group activity supplement your plans or interfere with them?

It supplemented them, and I enjoyed speaking with the other families to see what all they had done with their students.  One suggestion – name tags would have been good.

My husband was very surprised that there were no other group activities or organized things for the students.  Maybe there could have been some optional additional get togethers or outings.

I understand that the program wants the students to speak English and interact with the families here, but since the kids did not know each other ahead of time in France, I don’t think meeting a few times more would have detracted from their “American” experience.

10. Overall, do you feel that this was an enjoyable and worthwhile learning experience for you and your family?

An emphatic yes!  We thoroughly enjoyed the three weeks and Louis.  I had always wanted to host an exchange student, and I think it was a great thing for our family.  We also got the opportunity to do lots of fun things around Chicago, too!  I would love to do something like this again, in fact.

Additional comments:

I know that this was the first year with this exchange program, so there are many things we all learned having done it once now.  It worked out in the end to find places for all the kids, but I’m sure it was nerve wracking for all involved that it was so close to the arrival time when places were finally found for all of the boys.  It was serendipity for us, as the emails sounded so desperate that it moved me to say yes on the spur of the moment!
I asked Louis what his favorite things were that we did and he told me the architectural boat tour, visiting the Art Institute (he was amazed at all the Impressionist paintings!) and Great America.

His favorite meal was barbecue chicken with fresh sweet corn on the cob from the farm stand.  I’m glad you told me they don’t eat corn on the cob there, as he loved it!

Melanie Greenberg   7/30/10
