Summer Reading

Junior English 2010-2011

The English Department is working to encourage independent reading by our students.  This summer each grade level is expected to participate and will be assessed at the beginning of the school year.

Some experts recommend that students read two million words a year on their own.  Others suggest reading at least thirty minutes a day.  I want all juniors to read at least thirty minutes a day, five days each week for eight weeks this summer and keep track of what they read.

Juniors, I expect you to read thirty minutes five days each week for eight weeks.  You may read magazines, novels, newspapers, short stories, poems, whatever you want.  Try a variety of readings, not all one genre or one topic.  In the reading log I want you to write, DO NOT just tell me the story in your reading journal.  What did you think about what you read?  What issues were discussed?  What did you like/agree with?  What didn’t you like/agree with?  Which characters were memorable or not?  Did the theme impact  you in any way?  Explain.  Always speak in specific terms.  You will soon discover my favorite question is WHY? so answer it for me.  This assignment, along with a sample log, is explained on the other side of this sheet; and it is also available on my web site.  The URL of my page is:  http://www.quia.com/pages/jrenglish3.html.  Make more copies of log as you need to.
This summer assignment will receive a grade and is due on the first day of school.  Logs not submitted at that time will not receive any credit; consequently, you will begin the year at a serious disadvantage.

We will process and use these reading logs in several ways.  From them, we can determine reading interests and reading strengths or weaknesses.  With this information, we can develop strategies for surmounting weaknesses and approaching different kinds of reading.  Ultimately, we may excite students about reading, figure out how to successful read and process different kinds of reading, and develop better reading habits.  Who knows what good things may come of reading!

How about reading as a family?  Choose books to read together based on your family’s interests and background.  Read an editorial from the newspaper together.  Take time during or after meals to talk about what you have read and the issues involved.

YOU MUST BRING YOUR READING JOURNAL ON THE FIRST DAY OF CLASS!  

My student is reading this summer.

Parent/guardian signature: _________________________________

Date: _______________________________
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