Integrated Science General Study Plan

Last updated Wednesday, February 07, 2007
We follow basically the same sequence through each chapter.  The underlined items are homework that should be done, and can be checked for completion, ahead of time, as well as checked for corrections (done by the student in red ink) the following day.  All corrections to the section review should be reflected in corrections or additions to Notes.  The bold items are worksheets given in class that can also be checked for progress, but are not usually returned until the day after they are taken in class.  All corrections to Multiple Choice and Practice worksheets should also be reflected in corrections or additions to Notes.
Night before Day 1, Homework:  Read, take notes, and do any math skills on Section 1.
Day 1 in school: Multiple Choice Worksheet, Section 1.  Lecture, Demonstrations Section 1.

Day 1 Homework: Section Review, Section 1.

Day 2 in school: Go over Section Review, Section 1.  Practice Worksheet, Section 1.

Day 2  Homework:  Read, take notes, and do any math skills on Section 2 

Day 3 in school: Multiple Choice Worksheet, Section 2.  Lecture, Demonstrations Section 2.

Day 3 Homework: Section Review, Section 2.

Day 4 in school: Go over Section Review, Section 2.  Practice Worksheet, Section 2.
Day 4 Homework:  Read, take notes, and do any math skills on Section 3. 

Day 5 in school: Multiple Choice Worksheet, Section 3.  Lecture, Demonstrations Section 3.

Day 5 Homework: Section Review, Section 3.

Day 6 in school: Go over Section Review, Section 3.  Practice Worksheet, Section 3.
Day 6 Homework:  Chapter Review, usually 1 - 17 or 18.
Day 7 in school: Go over Chapter Review 1-17.

Day 7 Homework:  Chapter Review, usually 18-end, + extra credit, STP, or Graphing Skills. 

Day 7 in school: Go over Chapter Review 18-end, STP or Graphing Skills.

Day 7 Homework:  Prepare for Quiz on Chapter.

Day 8 in school:  Quiz on Chapter, or if taken on Day 7, Quiz Review and Test Prep.

Day 8 Homework:  Homework Day Off, or Lab Prep.

Day 9 in school:  Test Prep, including Quiz review, and/or Lab.

Day 9 Homework:  Test Preparation.

Day 10 in school:  Test on Chapter.

Day 10 Homework:  Read, take notes, and do any math skills on Section 1 of the following chapter.
Day 12 (approximately):  Test Corrections due.  See grading scale.
The actual assignments can be seen by clicking to the link next to my picture on the school website.

If your student takes good notes and makes corrections to their notes as outlined in the Study Protocol, they will likely do very well in this course with moderate effort (2 ½ - 3 hours each week).  If they decline to gently self correct at the many opportunities listed in the study protocol, far more effort will be demanded attempting to cram for tests and exams, with far less likelihood of success.

Grading Scale

This Grading Scale is intended as a general guide to Mr. Balchan’s philosophy of grading, and may be changed at any time without advance notice to students and/or parents.
20% Participation:  Actively participate in class from start to finish, following dress and conduct codes. 

15% Homework:  completion grade on Notes, Section and Chapter Reviews, and other Homework,
including Multiple Choice Worksheets taken after students have read the work and taken notes.

10% Practice Worksheets:  Taken after lectures, and after the Section Review has been checked in class.
15% Quizzes:  Taken after Practice Worksheets and Chapter Review have been reviewed in class.
40% Tests:  Taken after Quizzes have been reviewed in class.

Test Corrections:  written corrections to questions missed on a test worth up to 50% of the points lost are

available for students that have completed all homework assignments on a timely basis.
