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1. Read the problem carefully.  Identify what is being asked.
2. List factors to be solved for.

3. Record the given data.  Convert data to identical, appropriate units.

4. Draw a picture, if useful.

5. Estimate a rational answer.

6. Write down formulas to be used.

a. Resolve for desired variable(s).

b. Be sure the selected formula gives the answer to the question.

i. Are the units of your solution appropriate for the question asked?

7. Plug in numbers and solve.

8. Check your answer for significant figures, scientific notation, and reasonable order of magnitude.

9. Verify you answered the question.

