Science Study Protocol

Developed by Doug Balchan, Chemistry and Physics teacher, Catholic Central High School, Springfield, Ohio.
1. Read the material quickly, taking notes.

A. Before beginning, scan the Objectives and Key Terms to focus your attention on these items.
2. Review your notes to identify the concepts they cover.
A. Read (don’t answer) the Section or Chapter Review Questions.  List concepts missing from your notes.

B. Review the Objectives & Key Terms again.  List any objectives or terms missing from your notes.
3. Read the material carefully.  Fill in any gaps in your notes. 
A. Algebraically solve given formulas for each variable. (F=ma => m=F/a, a=F/m)

B. Work example problems to ensure you know the concepts they illustrate.
4. Quiz yourself out loud on your notes.  

A. Quiz yourself at least 2 additional times on any concept missed during the first run through.

B. Review the text on any concepts missed or still unclear to you.  Upgrade your notes, if needed.

C. Bring any concepts still unclear to you to class to be resolved.  Post them in Questions and Issues. 

5. Attempt Section/Chapter Review Problems. 
A.  If you must refer to your notes, mark your notes and/or make up a quiz for further review on those concepts. 

1. If your notes do not provide the answer, upgrade your notes from the book.

2. If you still are not clear on the concept, skip it and list that question in Q&I.
6. Upgrade your notes during class lectures.

A. Ensure problem solving processes and concepts covered in Q&I are completely understood before leaving.
7. Quiz 2 (two) other people on your notes.

A. Upgrade your notes with concepts covered/clarified by your classmates them, if needed.

B. Include formulas and problem solving to ensure you understand the concepts.
8. Complete the Section/Chapter Review Problems.

A. If you must refer to your notes, see #5 and #6, above.  Be more diligent on #5 and #6 next time.
9. Repeat steps #5A & #6 with each Review or Quiz taken.
A.  Quiz yourself out loud, then quiz 2 other people, on any concepts missed on Quizzes and Reviews.
10. Eat a great dinner.  Get a great night’s sleep.  


You are well prepared for any test given.

