Mathematics “PSP” – Problem Solving Process
Hours and Hours of Challenging Fun!!!

1. Discover:  Understand the Problem 

A. Read the directions to the problem.

B. Read the problem carefully.  Note key direction words.

C. Note what type of final answer you expect.

D. List given information.

E. Label unknown variables.

F. Draw a diagram.

2. Plan:  Choose a Strategy (or two or three or…)
A. Visual:

1.  Work with diagram


2.  Graph a function

B. Numeric: 


Make a table / List of values; look for a pattern
C. Symbolic:

1. Use a known formula
2. Write an equation

D. Other:


1.  Relate new problem to a previous or simpler problem


(notes, previous hwk, text examples, website)


2.  Guess, check, and revise (suggestion: organize guesses in a Table)

3. Do:  Execute the Strategy / Strategies

A. Document your efforts!

B. Choose additional strategies whenever needed

4. Look Back:  

A. Did I follow the problem’s directions?

B. Did I answer the question asked?

C. Does my answer make sense?

D. Do other strategies confirm my answer? 
