Dear parents and guardians of Bear 7th Grade Students,

This year a science fair project will be required of all 7th grade students.  In the past, science fair has been optional.  Based on the new Tennessee State Standards, we feel that it is important for each and every student to participate.  Please support and guide your student in this endeavor.  This is a wonderful way to take an active role in your student’s education.  We do, however, expect that the project will mostly be completed by the student.
Your student’s project will be due on Tuesday, March 27th.  This project will be graded as a project/test, which, with all other tests and projects, will make up 40% of your student’s overall grade. 
The top 3 biological science and top 3 physical science projects from each team will be selected to participate in the school-wide science fair.  The 7th grade Indian Trail Middle School Science Fair will be held during school hours on Wednesday, March 28th.  

The winners of the school-wide science fair will represent Indian Trail at the Upper East Tennessee Science Fair which will be held on Monday, April 16th, 2012.
Each student will be required to do the following:

· Propose a hypothesis

· Design an experiment to test their hypothesis

· Run their experiment

· Communicate the results of the experiment

· Analyze their results and come to a conclusion as to whether their experiment supported or did not support their hypothesis.

For this project, students will need a variety of materials.  It is my hope that most materials will be common household items that will not need to be purchased.  Much of this is up to the student and the experiment that they design.  I understand that budgets are tight and am not expecting students to make purchases unless they desire to do so.   
In order to present their projects, students will need to create an attractive display.  It is possible that this could be done with recycled materials, but most students will probably want to purchase a poster board or tri-fold display board.   Please consider purchasing an extra display board and donating it to the class.  I will distribute these to students who are unable to purchase their own.  
Thank you so much for your continued support.

Sincerely,

Jennifer Margeson

Bear Hall 7th

