Changing Verbs to Adjectives: Participles

Every verb has two participles: the present and the past participle.  These are adjective forms of the verb.  They are used in continuous, passive, and other constructions.

In regular verbs, the past participle form is the same as the past tense form: V + -ed
Irregular verb forms must be memorized.

The present participle form is the same in all verbs: V + -ing
Past and Present???

No, no, no!  Do not think of these forms as past or present!  The best way to think of them is   active and passive or ongoing or completed.

Present Participle
 1) Actively causing something: the subject causes something.

                    Example:
   That movie is exciting!  (The movie excites me.)



 2) An ongoing action

                    Example:
   Growing children need good nutrition.  (The children are still growing.)
Past Participle
 1) Passively affected by something: the subject receives the action.

  
       Example:  I was so excited when I heard the news!  (The news excited me—I received the action.)



 2) A completed action

                  Example:   Fried chicken has a lot of added fat.  (The chicken is already fried, ready to eat.)
Practice: Go to these web sites, read the explanations and try the exercises. The first one explains the ONGOING / COMPLETED aspect of participles.
http://www.grammar-quizzes.com/passive4.html   Ongoing vs completed action
http://www.grammar-quizzes.com/passive3a.html  Active v passive
http://www.grammar-quizzes.com/passive3b.html  Participles with prepositions
http://www.englishpractice.com/grammar/participles-gerunds-exercise/
http://a4esl.org/q/h/9901/cw-participles.html   (Difficult!)

http://www.grammar-quizzes.com/participleadjquiz.html  Participle Quiz
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