Noun Clauses
Think of all the ways you can use nouns in the basic sentence pattern.  S  V  O  Place  Manner  Time
The subject and object are clearly nouns or pronouns because they are the doers and receivers of the action of the verb.

There are two kinds of objects: direct object and indirect object.  The direct object receives the action of the verb; an indirect object usually precedes the direct object and tells to whom or for whom the action of the verb is done and who is receiving the direct object.  Both consist of nouns or pronouns.

Example:                   S      V      IO         DO                       S      V                    DO          IO
                              Alan gave me a present.             I made this dessert for you!

When the verb isn’t an action but a stative verb linking the subject with a complement (a phrase or clause that completes the thought but doesn’t receive any action), the word or phrase that looks like the object is called a subject complement.  Subject complements also consist of nouns or pronouns.
Example:               S             V               SC                  S      V         SC                 S         V                                     SC
                           You are my best friend.       Tess isn’t friendly.        She seems a trustworthy person.
1.  Noun clauses as subjects of verbs: 

That George learned how to swim is a miracle. 

Whether Fred can get a better job is not certain. 

What Mary said confused her parents. 

However you learn to spell is OK with me. 

2.  Noun clauses as objects of verbs: 

We didn’t know that Billy would jump.

We didn’t know Billy would jump.

Can you tell me if Fred is here?

I don’t know where he is.

George eats whatever is on his plate.

3.  Noun clauses as subject complements: 

The truth is that Billy was not very smart.

The truth is Billy was not very smart.

The question is whether other boys will try the same thing.

The winner will be whoever runs fastest.

4.  Noun clauses as objects of prepositions: 

Billy didn’t listen to what Mary said.

He wants to learn about whatever is interesting.

5.  Noun clauses as adjective complements: 

He is happy that he is learning English.

We are all afraid that the final exam will be difficult.
What pronouns can begin a noun clause?

1)


7)

2)


8)

3)


9) (occasionally) which one
4)

5)

6)

Answers

1) that

2) who, whoever, whom, whomever
3) what, whatever

4) where, wherever
5) why

6) how, however

7) when 
8) if, whether

9) (occasionally) which one
