


The Passive Voice
Functions: We use the passive voice when
· we want to emphasize the object or receiver of an action. 
· we don’t know who is performing the action.
· we don’t want to blame or point the finger at anyone.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]we want to sound more authoritative.
______________________________________________________________________________
Form: 		BE + PAST PARTICIPLE of a VERB
______________________________________________________________________________

Examples:  Compare active and passive voices

SIMPLE PRESENT ACTIVE voice 		The post office delivers mail in the morning. 
SIMPLE PRESENT PASSIVE voice 	The mail is delivered in the morning. (by the post office)

SIMPLE PAST ACTIVE voice		Channel 7 forecast a snowstorm for today.
SIMPLE PAST PASSIVE voice		A snowstorm was forecast for today on channel 7.

SIMPLE FUTURE ACTIVE voice		The licensing office will give you a vision test.
SIMPLE FUTURE PASSIVE voice		A vision test will be given at the licensing office.

PRESENT PERFECT ACTIVE		I have already walked the dogs.
PRESENT ACTIVE PASSIVE		The dogs have already been walked.

PAST PERFECT ACTIVE			Someone had stolen my car before I got home
PAST PERFECT PASSIVE			My car had been stolen before I got home.

FUTURE PERFECT ACTIVE		 Everyone will have finished dinner by the time I arrive.
FUTURE PERFECT PASSIVE 		Dinner will have been finished by the time I arrive.
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