OVERVIEW OF VERB TENSES 2:  PASSIVE VOICE

In active voice, the subject of a sentence is usually the doer of the action.  For example:







S         V                    O

Sam broke the window.

Sam is the subject and the doer of the action broke.  The window  is the receiver of the action.

In passive voice, the subject of the sentence is not the doer of the action; it’s the receiver of the action.  For example:







S                  V

The window was broken by Sam.

The window is the subject now, but it didn’t do the breaking.  Sam still broke the window.  Sometimes we choose to focus on the receiver of the action.  In that case, we have to use the passive form of the verb.

FORM OF PASSIVE VOICE:  BE + PAST PARTICIPLE OF VERB

	Simple Present

I        am paid     by Costco.

You   are paid     by Costco.

We     are paid    by Costco.

They  are paid    by Costco.

He      is   paid   by Costco.

She     is   paid    by Costco.

It        is  paid    by Costco.
	Simple Past

I         was    paid     by Costco.

You    were  paid     by Costco.

We      were  paid    by Costco.

They   were  paid    by Costco.

He      was    paid   by Costco.

She     was    paid    by Costco.

It        was    paid    by Costco.
	Simple Future

I         will be   paid     by Costco.

You    will be   paid     by Costco.

We      will be   paid    by Costco.

They   will be   paid    by Costco.

He      will be   paid    by Costco.

She     will be   paid    by Costco.

It        will be   paid    by Costco.

	Present Continuous

I         am  being   paid     by Costco.

You    are  being   paid     by Costco.

We      are being   paid    by Costco.

They   are  being   paid    by Costco.

He      is    being   paid    by Costco.

She     is    being   paid    by Costco.

It        is    being   paid    by Costco.
	Past Continuous

I         was   being   paid     by Costco.

You    were  being  paid     by Costco.

We     were   being  paid    by Costco.

They   were  being  paid    by Costco.

He       is      being  paid    by Costco.

She      is      being  paid    by Costco.

It         is      being  paid    by Costco.
	Future Continuous

I        will be being   paid     by Costco.

You   will be being   paid     by Costco.

We     will be being   paid    by Costco.

They   will be being   paid    by Costco.

He      will be being   paid   by Costco.

She     will be being   paid    by Costco.

It        will be being   paid    by Costco.

	Present Perfect

I         have  been   paid     by Costco.

You    have  been   paid     by Costco.

We      have  been   paid    by Costco.

They   have  been   paid    by Costco.

He      has    been   paid    by Costco.

She     has    been   paid    by Costco.

It        has    been   paid    by Costco.
	Past Perfect

I         had   been   paid     by Costco.

You    had   been   paid     by Costco.

We      had   been   paid     by Costco.

They   had   been   paid     by Costco.

He      had   been   paid     by Costco.

She     had   been   paid     by Costco.

It        had   been   paid     by Costco.
	Future Perfect

I         will have been paid   by Costco.

You    will have been paid   by Costco.

We      will have been paid   by Costco.

They   will have been paid   by Costco.

He      will have been paid   by Costco.

She     will have been paid   by Costco.

It        will have been paid   by Costco.

	Present Perfect Continuous

Not used
	Past Perfect Continuous

Not used
	Future Perfect Continuous

Not used


	When to use passive voice
	There are sometimes good reasons to use the passive voice.

Use passive voice . . .
Example
To emphasize the action rather than the actor
After long debate, the proposal was endorsed by the long-range planning committee. 
To keep the subject and focus consistent throughout a passage
The data processing department recently presented what proved to be a controversial proposal to expand its staff. After long debate, the proposal was endorsed by . . . .
To be tactful by not naming the actor
The procedures were somehow misinterpreted.
To describe a condition in which the actor is unknown or unimportant
Every year, thousands of people are diagnosed as having cancer.
To create an authoritative tone 
Visitors are not allowed after 9:00 p.m.





( passive voice is often used to change the focus of attention from the acting subject to the object of a current action. 

Someone stole my car.      vs          My car was stolen!

( To emphasize the action rather than the actor

After long debate, the proposal was endorsed by the long-range planning committee.

( To be tactful by not naming the actor

The procedures were somehow misinterpreted.

( To create an authoritative tone 
Visitors are not allowed after 9:00 p.m.

( Changes of state and completed actions are described using the present perfect passive.                                                                  Source: http://www.uazone.org/friends/esl4rus/passive.html

The room was transformed after the painting was finished and new blinds were hung.
( Stative passives are made from be + past participle and are frequently used to state facts:

be located (in, at, etc.)
 
be found (in, at, etc.) 
be made up of

be divided (into, by, etc.)

be related to


be called

Atlantis was located along the edge of the Atlantic Ocean near the Strait of Gibraltar. 

Chicken pox is related to herpes zoster.
Stative passives cannot be used with a by phrase because there is no performer of any action.

( In the news and in academic discourse, passive voice is widely used for reporting the ideas, beliefs, findings, and knowledge of others.  The passive creates an impartial and objective impression by removing the speaker or writer somewhat from the idea. 

Bees and many other animals are thought to communicate very effectively with each other.

They have been observed communicating to others where they can get food.

 (The speaker does not claim responsibility for this belief.) 
( When writing in a formal business style, more emphasis is placed on the message itself rather than the writer, in other words the style should be impersonal. 

An impersonal style is achieved by using the passive and, in particular, by beginning sentences with It ...
Speakers and writers create an even greater distance between themselves and the idea by beginning the sentence with It. 

Women are said to be better at learning languages than men.

It is said that women are better at learning languages than men.
(The writer doesn’t claim to believe the statement; he’s just reporting what others say.)

Some verbs commonly used to report the ideas, beliefs, and opinions of others are think, consider, regard, say, allege, believe, claim, and suggest.

It is suggested that you wash your hands for thirty seconds after using the toilet.

Thanksgiving has been regarded as the most important holiday for American families.

Be careful!  Passive sentences using  these verbs are made from be, not get.

( Passive sentences that express the opinions and beliefs of others are often followed by infinitives.

Martin Luther King, Jr. was said to be the leader of nonviolent protest in the civil rights movement.
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