The Effect of Sentence Stress
Here is an exercise to help you develop the art of correct word stress. Take the following sentence: 
I said she might consider a new haircut.
Say the sentence aloud using the stress word marked in bold. Once you have spoken the sentence a few times, match the sentence version to the meaning below. You will find the answer below.



1. 
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2. I said she might consider a new haircut. 
3. I said she might consider a new haircut. 
4. I said she might consider a new haircut. 
5. I said she might consider a new haircut. 
6. I said she might consider a new haircut. 
7. I said she might consider a new haircut. 
8. I said she might consider a new haircut. 

a. Not just a haircut. 
b. It's a possibility. 
c. It was my idea. 
d. Not something else. 
e. Don't you understand me? 
f. Not another person. 
g. She should think about it. it's a good idea. 


1. I said she might consider a new haircut. 
It was my idea. 
2. I said she might consider a new haircut. 
Don't you understand me? 
3. I said she might consider a new haircut. 
Not another person. 
4. I said she might consider a new haircut. 
It's a possibility. 
5. I said she might consider a new haircut. 
She should think about it. It's a good idea. 
6. I said she might consider a new haircut. 
Not just a haircut. 
7. I said she might consider a new haircut. 
Not something else. 

Exercise: Write out a number of sentences. Read each of them stressing a different word each time you read them. Notice how the meaning changes depending on which word you stress. Don't be afraid to exaggerate the stress, in English we often use this device to add meaning to a sentence. It's very possible that when you think you are exaggerating, it will sound quite natural to native speakers. 

