Guidelines for Writing a Summary
The purpose of a summary is to give the reader a clear, objective picture of the original text. Most importantly, the summary restates only the main points; it doesn’t give examples or details. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The skills you need for writing a summary include notetaking, organization, and paraphrasing.
Be careful not to plagiarize. Plagiarism is copying the original text.
Step 1: Read the text	
a. Highlight the ideas list them on a piece of paper
b. Look carefully at your list and delete the nonessential ideas; use only important points or ideas
c. Note the title, author, source, genre, publisher, or any other information you think should be in the summary
Step 2: Organize an outline
a. Delete any nonessential details or ideas from your list
b. Combine ideas into one sentence if possible
c. Paraphrase the ideas—use your own words
Write your summary--Steps:
a. Organize your notes into an outline which includes main ideas and supporting points but no examples or details.
b.  Write an introductory paragraph to introduce the main idea. Include the name of the selection, the author or source, and any other important information. You can use some of these verbs:
relates the story of	tells the story of         recounts the story of      describes life in
c. Other verbs you can use:
(someone) claims    argues    maintains    reports    contends    states    insists
explains    portrays     suggests     illustrates      shows      demonstrates  
Examples:
In his book The Pearl, John Steinbeck (1945) illustrates the fight between good and evil in humankind.
The film The Color Purple portrays the life of a southern African-American woman who raises herself out of a pit of poverty and ignorance to a peak of success, human decency, and forgiveness.
In his famous poem Mending Wall, Robert Frost suggests that there is much more to fixing a stone wall between two neighbors’ properties each spring than just the act of repair; it signifies the continual restoration of tradition which allows the two men to live in harmony.
Shane Black transforms the formerly witty and clever Iron Man into an anxiety-ridden, almost menacing and utterly human character in his latest film, Iron Man 3.
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