What are your criteria for a good web site?  (Student opinions)
· interesting content and pictures
· easy to find information
· easy to navigate (jump from one page to the next)
· useful information
· true and valid information
· free
· links to related web sites
· not too many ads and clearly marked ads; NO pop-up ads
· up-to-date
How can you evaluate a web site for research?  (Look at the facts)
1.  Look at the domain. 	Very reliable domains:  .gov, .edu, .mil, and sometimes .org
2.  Look for About Us on the Home Page.  There should be information such as the following:
	Call if there is a telephone number listed, Email if there is an email address listed, Chat if possible.
	Check the date the site was last updated.
	Google the author to find out more about him or her.
	Why did the author make the website? What’s the purpose or mission?
3.  Check other web sites that you trust and see if there are any references or links to it.
4.  Look for the person or organization that the site is registered to by going to the following site and checking: 
              http://www.networksolutions.com/whois/index.jsp
5.  Search for blogs that mention the site.
6.  If it’s a charity, look for the tax status of that charity at the following sites: http://www.irs.gov/charities/article/0,,id=249767,00.html        http://www.charitynavigator.org/
http://www.bbb.org/us/Find-Business-Reviews/
7.  Check special HOAX sites like the following:  http://www.museumofhoaxes.com/     
Here are other sites with good advice for how to check the reliability of a website:
http://journalism.about.com/od/reporting/a/Eight-Ways-To-Tell-If-A-Website-Is-Reliable.htm
http://www.edb.utexas.edu/petrosino/Legacy_Cycle/mf_jm/Challenge%201/website%20reliable.pdf
http://www.workoninternet.com/business/selling-on-the-web/safe-shopping/60490-reliability-of-a-website.html
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