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Chapter 15 
Letter Assignment
You will write a letter from the point of view of either a European Explorer/Trader, or an Asian resident living sometime between 1490 and 1700.  The letter is addressed to a family member, so it is written to someone with whom you have a close, personal relationship.  This means that you are honest and forthcoming about what you see, hear, and are participating in.  Describe the goals you are seeking and what is occurring in your daily life.

Read through Chapter 15 again to get a feel for what was happening globally during this time period.  Why were the Europeans trying to travel to Asia?  Not just for trade reasons!  Why didn’t particular regions of Asia want or allow Europeans?


Your letter will be based on the following rubric.  There is no need to type the letter (as personal typing apparatus’ were not available during this time), UNLESS I cannot read your handwriting.  In that case, your letter needs to be typed please.
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	2
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	Writing 


	The letter is written in complete sentences with proper grammar and punctuation.
	The letter is written in complete sentences with 1-2 grammar or punctuation mistakes.
	The letter is written in complete sentences with 3-4 grammar or punctuation mistakes.
	The letter is written in complete sentences with 5 or more grammar or punctuation mistakes.

	Details

(x2)
	The letter has several details describing the daily life of the person writing the letter.
	The letter has 4-5 details describing the daily life of the person writing the letter.
	The letter has 3 details describing the daily life of the person writing the letter.
	The letter has 1-2 details describing the daily life of the person writing the letter.

	Goals

(Explorer POV)

(x2)
	The letter clearly explains the goals of the explorer (why they are traveling to Asia and what they are seeking).
	The letter explains the goals of the explorer (why they are traveling to Asia and what they are seeking).
	The letter clearly explains one goal of the explorer (why they are traveling to Asia and what they are seeking).
	The letter explains one goal of the explorer (why they are traveling to Asia and what they are seeking).



	Goals

(Asian resident POV)

(x2)
	The letter clearly explains your feelings and actions towards the Europeans.
	The letter explains your feelings and actions towards the Europeans.
	The letter clearly explains your feelings OR actions towards the Europeans.
	The letter explains your feelings OR actions towards the Europeans.
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