ENGLISH COMPOSITION I

Instructor:  Misti Becker
E-mail:  mbecker1@pld.com; 

Location:  Holcomb High School

Phone:  277 – 2063  Fax:  277-0240 

Required Texts:**

McWhorter, Kathleen T.  Successful College Writing.  Boston:  Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2003.

Prerequisites:
Placement in English 101 is recommended for students who have earned an ASSET test score of over 41 or have successfully completed English 091.  A diagnostic essay on the first day of class will verify placement.

Course Description:

This course applies the writing process in expressive and expository writing.  Students will refine skills in diction, sentence structure, organization and development of ideas, grammar and mechanics, and critical thinking.  Students are required to pass an in-class exit essay to determine whether they have met minimum competencies outlined in the syllabus and before they enroll in the next course in sequence.

Expected Learner Outcomes:

Students who successfully complete English I should be able to use appropriate writing strategies.  Specifically, these students should be able to do the following:

A. Writing Process

1. demonstrate the use of various information-gathering and prewriting techniques

2. demonstrate thoughtful revision and editing through multiple drafts

3. demonstrate the ability to understand and fulfill the given requirements of a writing assignment

B.  Development

1. develop focused and appropriate paragraphs

2. present a clear thesis and focus

3. smoothly integrate primary and secondary sources using varied leads

4. evaluate information from reading and interviews, note and use effective quotes, and recognize and avoid plagiarism
5. fully develop paragraphs and essays supporting a thesis or focus by using organizational patterns such as illustration, narration, definition, or some combination based on purpose

C. Organization

1. write varied and effective introductions and conclusions

2. organize material in such a way that the reader can follow the thrust of the essay

3. use a variety of transitional devices including transitional words with varied sentence placement, sentence hooks, and introductory phrases or adverbs

D. Diction, Style, and Tone

1. use diction, style, and tone appropriate to audience and purpose

2. exhibit preference for active verbs instead of passive unless passive is necessary for emphasis or purpose

3. remove wordy constructions such as “there is” sentence beginnings, multiple clauses where phrases or modifiers would suffice, and repetitive elements

4. use sensory detail, figurative language, and specificity to convey meaning and tone and enhance style

E. Sentence Structure

1. exhibit sentence variety and provide appropriate emphasis through sentence structure

2. provide flow and transition with a variety of sentence beginnings

3. exhibit knowledge of sentence combining techniques such as subordination, coordination, parallelism and modification

F.  Grammar and Mechanics

1. edit writing correctly by exhibiting an understanding of grammatical and mechanical elements including punctuation, spelling, subject-verb agreement, pronoun-antecedent agreement, verb tenses, and placement of modifiers.

G. Effectively

1. meet deadlines and complete assignments in a timely fashion

2. attend class and participate in classroom activities

3.  demonstrate cooperation and collegiality in collaborative activities

4. exhibit enthusiasm and pride in written work

Learning Tasks and Activities

In order to accomplish the Expected Learner Outcomes, students are required to actively engage in the following:

A. critically complete all reading assignments

B. participate in class discussions and collaborative activities

C. take thoughtful notes on lectures and discussions

D. complete assignments given by the instructor.  This may include focused writings, journal entries, editing sessions, interviews, self-evaluations, research, use of Comprehensive Learning Center tutorial services, prewriting, successive drafting of writing assignments or skill-reinforcement activities

Assessment of Outcomes

Each student must pass an essay written entirely during class time in order to 

receive a grade for the course.  This in-class writing will be done toward the end of the semester.  This essay will be evaluated by two faculty members.

Grades and Grading

Daily scores and quizzes will account for 40% of your grade.  Major essay assignments will account for 60% of your grade.

Grading Scale

100-90 = A

  89-80 = B

  79-70 = C

  69-60 = D

Because this is a college class and you or someone else is paying for you to be here, your attendance is expected.  However, the choice of whether or not to attend lies solely with you.  I do not grade on attendance, but in a crunch situation, say a 89% when final grades are due, regular attendance and participation will convince me to “round up” that score.  Your failure to attend class is your responsibility, and I will not inconvenience myself in any way in order to get you caught up.
Statement on Plagiarism

The English Department has adopted the following rules and definitions concerning plagiarism:

Definition:  Plagiarism is using someone else’s words or ideas without giving proper credit to the person who devised them.  It includes any of the following:

1. Not citing the source for words or ideas which are not your own.

2. Incorrect documentation in the body and the Works Cited Page.

3. Carelessness or sloppiness in the research process which results in faulty documentation.

4. Use of purchased or acquired papers.  (**Papers must be written solely for this class and during this semester.  Submission of a paper that has been used for any other class or purpose is unacceptable).

If the instructor suspects or believes the student has plagiarized, the instructor is authorized to fail the student unless that student can prove the authenticity of the paper.  The burden of proof rests on the student.  If the instructor is convinced that cheating or plagiarism has taken place, the student will be dropped with a failing grade in the course.

Instructor’s Note:  I have absolutely no tolerance for cheating or cheaters.  If you choose to be dishonest with me in any way, you will be dropped from class immediately.

CLASSROOM PROCEDURES AND POLICIES:  

1. No late work is accepted.  Work is due at the assigned deadline even if you are absent from the class.   There is no such thing as a late assignment in that work you attempt to turn in after the deadline is merely scratch paper.

2.  Students should come to class with a positive and respectful attitude.  I expect students to respect other adults, their fellow classmates, and me.  

3.  Bring to class all necessary materials!!!!! 

4.  Be in the room on time!!!!  Excessive tardies will result in detentions being assigned.  

5.  No vulgar language, gestures, or inappropriate discussions will be allowed. 

6.  Disrespect of any kind toward a substitute will NOT be tolerated.  If you cause any problems or your name is written down for any reason while I am gone, you will serve a MINIMUM of 45 minutes of detention.

 7.  Whenever a teacher, student or guest speaker is presenting something to the class, I expect everyone to be paying attention.  No one should be sleeping, doing other homework, talking, putting on make-up, etc.

8.  If a student is absent he or she must take responsibility and check with me on the following day to get all assignments, or check with me before or after school if only gone for ½ of the day.  A student must show me an admit slip from the office.
9.  Students should remain in their seats until the bell rings at the end of the hour; students will not be allowed to stand together by the door to wait for the bell.  

10.  The green chairs will only be used when I give permission.  They should NOT be moved away from the tables.  

11.  Students are expected to follow all other procedures and policies that the teacher announces at a later date.  

12.  Students are expected to be where they have passes to go.  For instance, if you are supposed to be in the library researching, and you are not there you will lose all pass privileges for a designated period of time. 

13.  Plan for computer errors and glitches, as they are as much a part of modern society as breathing.  Errors and glitches will not be accepted as an excuse for not having your work completed on time.

14. All papers submitted must follow MLA style:  1” margins all around, double-spaced and Times New Roman size 12 font.  If your computer will not meet these requirements, find one that will.

15. You may e-mail or fax your work to me, but the deadlines still apply.  E-mail essays must be submitted as attachments using Word or must be converted to a text file.  Or you may send papers with another student or drop them off to the office prior to class to give to me.

