Picnic

By William Inge

Study Questions

Act I

1.  What is the setting of the play?

2.  Who is Hal?

3.  Who are Flo, Madge and Millie?  Describe them.

4.  Why is Flo upset about Hal’s presence?

5.  What do Madge and Millie think of Hal?

6.  Who is Bomber, and why is he in the story?

7.  Who is Madge dating?  Why is Flo very interested in the progress of this relationship?

8.  Why do Madge and Millie argue constantly?  (Discuss more than just simple sibling rivalry)

9.   What kind of a person is Mrs. Potts?  Why do you think so?

10.  What is Mrs. Potts’ romantic history?

11.  What do we find out about Hal and Alan?

12.  Describe Alan.  What traits make him popular with Flo?

13.  Who is Rosemary?

14.  What adjective does Rosemary use to describe herself that others use to describe her as well?

15.  What does Rosemary spend a great deal of time being preoccupied with?

16.  What is the history between Hal and Alan?  Be specific.

17.  From the conversation that Hal and Alan have when they are alone on stage, what do we 

learn about Hal?  What kind of a person is he and why?

18.  What does Flo think of each of her two daughters?  How has she possibly influenced the 

       kind of lives these girls will lead?

19.  Why does the sound of the train’s horn always catch Madge’s attention?

20.  Predict what is going to happen in Acts II and III from what we know about our characters 

       after Act I.

Act II

1.  What change do we see in Millie at the beginning of Act II?

2.  How do Madge and Millie feel about Hal?  How does Flo feel about him?

3.  Why does Madge say she looks in the mirror so much?

4.  What does the short conversation between Irma, Christine and Rosemary reveal about them?

5.  Who is Howard?  Why is he at the Owens’?

6.  When Hal and Alan arrive, how does Hal behave?  Why?

7.  What do we find out about Hal’s background?

8.  What does Howard bring with him?  How does Rosemary react to this?  How does Hal react?

9.  What does Howard say about Madge?  What kind of a person does Howard seem to be?

10. Why does Hal stop dancing with Millie?

12.  What does Millie begin doing when Hal and Madge begin to dance?

13.  What does Mrs. Potts say about Madge and Hal as they dance?  What might this be 

       foreshadowing?

14.  What happens when Hal doesn’t want to dance with Rosemary anymore?

15. What happens to Millie that causes a real commotion?

16. Who gets blamed for the problem?  Why?

17. Where do Rosemary and Howard go?

18. What secret does Hal reveal to Madge?  What is her response?

19. What happens between Hal and Madge at the end of Act II?

Act III

1.  What has happened between Howard and Rosemary?

2.  What does Rosemary want from Howard?

3.  How does Howard respond?

4.  What does Rosemary make Howard promise before he leaves that night?

5.  What has happened between Madge and Hal?

6. Why do you think Madge stays in her room the following morning?

7.  What does Flo seem to believe has happened to Madge?

8.  What purpose in the play does Bomber’s entrance and lines serve?

9.  What does Millie admit to Alan as he enters the scene?  Why do you think this is in the play?

10. As Howard enters, what feeling do we get as for the reason he has come to see Rosemary?

11. What does Alan tell Madge about Hal when Alan enters?

12. As Rosemary and Howard emerge from the house, what decision has been made?  How do 

      Rosemary and Howard each feel about this decision?

13. As Hal enters, what does he tell Madge that Alan has done?  Why did Alan do that?

14. What does Hal ask Madge to do?  What is her first response?

15. Where does Alan say he is going?  What effect does this have on Flo?  Why?

16. At the end of the play, what has Madge decided to do?  Why?

17. What is Flo’s response to Madge’s decision?  Why?

18. What do you think is going to happen in the future for our main characters?  Explain your 

      predictions.

