Realism & Naturalism

Independent Study Project

Honors English III

This project will require you to make intelligent decisions, research, read and analyze information, and formulate that information into an essay.  You will follow several steps:

· Find an author who is known as a realist, a naturalist, or who is known for using local color in his/her writing.  

· Read three short stories or a short novel by this author that can be considered realistic, naturalistic or local color.  You may NOT use a novel or stories you have read for this class or for another class.

· Write a 3-5 page essay in which you discuss the author, analyze at least three literary elements (include quotations

and plot sequences as evidence and relate the elements to the theme), and the effects of realism, naturalism or local color on the authors and the works you read.

· The essay is due Friday, December 11th. 

· You will be graded on thoroughness, accuracy, organization, development, impact and achievement of purpose, sentence structure and mechanics.

· Do NOT procrastinate, as this is not an essay you can do at the last minute.

You may choose an author that we have studied for this class or you may choose another author from the realist and naturalist literary period.  The authors that we have read or will read are:

· Stephen Crane

· Kate Chopin

· Mark Twain

· Ambrose Bierce

· Willa Cather

· Jack London

· Bret Harte

