HONORS ENGLISH III

COURSE OUTLINE

2010 - 2011
MRS. BECKER – 3rd HOUR
WELCOME TO HONORS ENGLISH III
This is a college preparatory honors class.  I will expect you to work individually and independently.  I will be assigning at-home reading and writing assignments, along with those projects and assignment we complete in class.  When I assign projects I expect that you will produce very high quality presentations; mediocre work will be graded very severely.  The majority of points in the class will be earned through tests, essays and projects. The coursework will be challenging and will hopefully prepare you for college English.
This course is designed to familiarize you with American literature from the founding of the country to the present.  We will cover the major literary movements and time periods through the use of novels, drama, poetry and essays.  You will be expected to discuss the assigned readings and write interpretative pieces.  

GRADE DETERMINATION:

Your grade will be determined by averaging daily work, papers, projects, and tests.  Tests and papers will be weighted to be worth more than daily work, but every zero will lower your grade.  Do not let yourself get behind.

GRADE BREAKDOWN:


Tests/Papers



65%


Projects/Group Work


25%


Daily Work



10%

MATERIALS NEEDED:

Notebook Paper
Pens

Textbook or any other books or material needed for that day

Laptop Computer
Headphones (to be used for online textbook or other sources)
Any other supplies announced throughout the year

HOMEWORK AND GRADING POLICY:

First and most importantly:  NO LATE WORK WILL BE ACCEPTED.  If you have an excused absence, with an admit slip, you will have three days to turn in your work.  If an assignment was made while you were here and you miss the day that it is due, you must turn it in as soon as you return.  If your absence is due to a school activity, you must turn in the assignment BEFORE you leave.  Everything is due on the day that is announced.  Late papers will be counted as zeroes.  BE RESPONSIBLE FOR YOUR WORK AND FOR YOUR GRADE.  None of you want to be in summer school or be a year behind in English. 

BOOK POLICY:

My book policy is very strict.  We have a classroom set of the literature and writing books.  Replacement costs will be charged for lost or damaged books.  An online version of the literature book is available and should be used at home, if you have internet access. If you do not have access to the internet, you must check out a book from me to be used overnight. The book must be returned the next day, unless you have express permission to keep it longer.  DO NOT TAKE ONE OF THE BOOKS OFF OF THE SHELF WITHOUT PERMISSION. 

LAPTOP POLICIES:

· We will be using them at least part of almost very day.  On the board when you enter the classroom, it will tell you if you need to go ahead and turn on your laptop.  

· The laptops are NOT for your fun and entertainment.  I will expect you to be on task when we are working on the laptops.  NO CHATTING OR GAMES without my permission. 

· I will communicate with you on a regular basis via email – not checking your gaggle account will not be an excused reason for not completing homework.

OTHER CLASSROOM PROCEDURES AND POLICIES:  

1. Students should come to class with a positive and respectful attitude.  I expect students to respect other adults, their fellow classmates, and me.  
2. Bathroom passes will only be handed out in emergencies.  You must sign the sheet when you leave and when you return.

3. No vulgar language, gestures, or inappropriate discussions will be allowed. 

4. Candy, food, and drinks (other than water) are not allowed in the classroom unless okayed by me.  This includes all suckers and other kinds of candy.  

5. Disrespect of any kind toward a substitute will NOT be tolerated.  If you cause any problems or your name is written down for any reason while I am gone, you will serve a MINIMUM of 45 minutes of detention.

6.  Whenever a teacher, student or guest speaker is presenting something to the class, I expect everyone to be paying attention.  No one should be sleeping, doing other homework, talking, putting on make-up, etc.

7. Students should remain in their seats until the bell rings at the end of the hour; students will not be allowed to stand together by the door to wait for the bell.  

8. The green chairs will only be used when I give permission.  They should NOT be moved away from the tables.  

9. Students are expected to be where they have passes to go.  For instance, if you are supposed to be in the library researching, and you are not there you will lose all pass privileges for a designated period of time. 

10. Students are expected to follow all other procedures and policies that the teacher announces at a later date.  

